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DRAFT:  

MN TWS Letter Response to recommendations from 

the Governor’s Task Force On Competitiveness 

of Minnesota’s Forest Products Industry 

In accordance with MN-TWS policy, the MN-TWS board seeks member review and comment on the draft letter found below.  Comments must be received by 9 March to be considered.  Please send comments to Tim Quincer at e-mail:  windyhills@charter.net 

Dear (Governor Pawlenty?):  (NOTE: FI Committee would like the board to discuss recipient(s) of this letter)

We would like you to consider the comments and recommendations in this letter on behalf of the members of the Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society (MN TWS).  The Wildlife Society is an international, non-profit scientific and educational organization serving and representing wildlife professionals in all areas of wildlife conservation and resource management.

The primary objectives of The Wildlife Society are to:  1) Develop and promote sound stewardship of wildlife resources and of the environments upon which wildlife and humans depend; 2) Undertake an active role in preventing human-induced environmental degradation; 3) Increase awareness and appreciation of wildlife values; and 4) Seek the highest standards in all activities of the wildlife profession.

The following comments and recommendations are based on a review of the final report to the Governor from the Task Force on the Competitiveness of Minnesota’s Primary Forest Products Industry, dated December 15, 2006.

The Minnesota Chapter of TWS appreciates the important role that Minnesota’s primary forest products industry plays in the state economy and in the sustainable management of public and private forestlands within the state.  MN TWS also believes that a healthy and thriving primary forest products industry–when committed to sustainable forest management--is essential to achieving many wildlife habitat goals and in sustaining many forms of wildlife-related recreation within the state.  

While MN TWS supports efforts to seek near and long-term solutions to the problems currently facing the primary forest products industry, we are concerned that some of the task force recommendations may have a negative impact on wildlife species within the state.  

Specifically, we are concerned that: 

- recommendations for a permanent increase in annual volumes of wood offered for sale and to strongly limit or eliminate the application of extended rotation forest prescriptions may negatively affect a number of wildlife species who require older forests to meet their habitat needs;  

- a recommendation to increase the application of pre-commercial thinning may have a negative effect on wildlife species who require higher density tree distribution to meet their habitat needs;  and 

- that recommendations regarding the use of optimum economic rotation ages may lead to a reduction in mature forest wildlife habitat, if those ages are derived without consideration for the variance in species growth rates and quality of timber across the state.    

We believe that solutions to problems facing the forest products industry should incorporate a balanced approach that considers the need for sustainable wildlife habitat and the important economic and recreational role that wildlife resources play in the state.   To that end, we would like to request that professional wildlife expertise be added to the task force, with the objective of helping to insure that recommendations consider the needs of wildlife and wildlife-oriented recreation in the state.  

