Guidelines for POSTER Presentations

1. Technical Poster Sessions may run during a specific time reserved only for posters.  It is more likely that posters should be displayed through the meeting and an explicit hour or 2 are identified where authors should be near their poster to respond to questions.  

2. Presenters are asked to be available at their posters during scheduled refreshment breaks to discuss their posters with interested viewers.

3. Poster boards will be numbered.  Presenters should attach their posters to the board number corresponding to the number assigned to their posters in the final program.

Poster Specifications

1. Posters must be designed to fit a 4-ft. high x 8-ft. wide space.  Some conference centers have free-standing, cloth-covered poster board.  Some meetings will require posters to self-supporting, either on a table or placed on a freestanding easel.  Business cards or small leaflet literature for distribution may be inserted in an envelope and affixed near the poster.

a. In Mankato 2009, there are 9 spaces for posters to be taped to the hallway walls with masking tape (you provide the tape).  Additional posters will need to be self supported on provided easels.  We are not assigning spaces so these are first come, first served.  If possible, please bring a self-supporting poster (e.g., supported by a foam core or other stiff board.

2. The program committee will attempt to have a limited number of stiff boards on hand for 3’ x 5’ posters.

3. Posters may be attached to the hallway walls with masking tape only.  Please bring your own mounting supplies.

4. Posters may be prepared as a single poster or as several smaller sections mounted together.

Advice on Production of Posters

1. Keep text brief.  Report only key aspects of each section (e.g., introduction, study area, methods, results, discussion, and management implications). It is not advisable to display the entire text from a manuscript.  Too much detail detracts from the primary message of the text.

2. Keep figures simple.  Convey only one idea per figure, table, or photograph.  Figures from publications, theses, or dissertations normally do not make good visuals.  Too much detail detracts from the primary message of the figure.

3. Text and figures should be readable to someone standing at a distance of six feet.  Adjust font and image sizes accordingly. BIG IS BEAUTIFUL and easy to read.

4. Photographs should clearly show what you want the audience to see.

5. Use appropriate blank space between words, sections, and figures.

6. Use appropriate and compatible colors for fonts, backgrounds, graphics, and matting. White backgrounds generally are best for text.

7. Simple typefaces are preferable to fancy fonts. Bold type may be effective on headings.  Sans serif fonts are better than serif fonts.

8. Vertical posters typically do not fit the boards. Please use only horizontal posters.
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