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President’s Message 
 

May and June are some of the busiest times on a field biologist’s calendar.  Birds return from 

warmer climates, dormant vegetation wakes and begins the productive sprint to the first frost of 

fall, and love is in the air for all things biological.  I have tried to re-connect myself to field work 

these past few years after a hiatus and have found it invigorating!  THIS is why I love doing 

what I do.  I realize that some members are beginning to wear thin under the onslaught of 4:00 

a.m. wake up calls, piles of blackened burn equipment, landowner requests too numerous to 

mention, and a shrinking revenue stream.  But summer is a time to focus on our priorities. 

 

After the chaos of spring, summer is a great time to reflect on why you do what you do.  We all 

could list a few of the less rosy ramification of our career path (such as those 4:00 am wake up 

calls), but most of us began our careers focused on aspects of the resources we found inspiring 

and fascinating.  That inspiration made us passionate advocates during those college-day 

discussions when we focused on what was good for the resources in the face of more economic 

or humanistic models offered by others.  It was refreshing to see that such passionate advocates 

for the resource prevailed during the legislative session as the first Legacy Amendment funding 

was disbursed.  There were ample legislative shenanigans for sure, but in the end the final bill 

was focused on the resource far better than the proposals in the preceding days.  Be sure to check 

up on and, if appropriate, thank your legislative representatives. 

 

Communication is essential in channeling this passion for the resource.  To aid in a broader 

discussion, the chapter has established an electronic mail listserv hosted by the parent chapter.  

We hope this will increase the information exchange, idea generation, and overall 

communication among members throughout the state.  An article on page 17 details this new 

tool.   The governing board also used a new tool last month by holding a board meeting virtually.  

We used web-based technology and a conference call to gather everyone.  It was a bit rocky at 

first but saved board members both time and travel expense – a real bonus when both are limited.  

Nothing beats a face-to-face meeting but this is an option for the future. 

 

Be sure to check out the information in the newsletter on the summer meeting held jointly with 

the Soil and Water Conservation Society.  Emerging Topics in Wetland Restoration will feature 

great speakers and is being coordinated by your regional representatives (see page 16 for details).  

Come show your support and acquire those continuing education credits for certification.  I hope 

to see many of you in Fergus Falls in July. 

 

As the field season wraps up, I encourage everyone to take some time during their vacation or 

while relaxing in the boat to reflect on why you started a career in wildlife.    I am convinced that 

rekindling the passion of our youth and blending it with the wisdom of our experience will 

benefit the resource and will translate into excellence in stewardship through science and 

education.  Have a great summer. 

 

John Loegering 

President, MnTWS 
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Quarterly Board Meeting 

Minutes 

 
Present/on-line:  John Loegering, Molly Tranel, Sara Vacek, Richard Olsen, Beau Liddell, 

Steve Kittelson, Nancy Gellerman 

 

Call to Order:  9:19 am 

 

Officer Reports: 

President’s Announcements: Loegering 

ü Agenda Review – any additions 

o Molly Tranel will give an update on the lead issues under New Business 

ü TWS 16th Annual Conference, Monterey, CA,  20-24 September, 2009, 

www.wildlife.org 

o More info can be found at the parent website 

ü 2009 Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference, Springfield, IL, 6-9 December 2009.   

ü Correspondence – 

o TWS Position Statements – 7 new statements open for comment until 15 July.  

Á National TWS is seeking comments 

o 2010 North American Moose Conference, Voyageurs NP.   

Á Chapter is holding “moose money”  and will need to transfer back to 

moose conference when they make a request 

 

Secretary Report and Review of Previous Minutes: Olsen 

¶ Motion to approve minutes by Sara Vacek, Beau Liddell 2
nd

, and John Loegering will call 

for electronic vote to pass 

 

Treasurer Report: S.Vacek 

¶ Report hasn’t yet been completely reconciled from annual conference.  Beau Liddell 

made motion to approve, 2
nd

 by Sara Vacek – electronic vote needed to pass 

¶ Need to look into the upcoming Bear Conference meeting, as MN TWS is holding about 

$3,000 for this.  Not quite sure who to contact about the Bear Conf, but Beau Liddel has 

volunteered to look into this. 

¶ Sara needs to know where to send MCF and FWLA due.  John will coordinate.  FWLA 

dues have generally gone to Lance Ness. 

¶ Sara also needs documentation for Habitat Funds dispersed during 2008.  Steve Kittelson 

will send info to Sara Vacek. 

¶ Sara Vacek has responded to the IRS about MN TWS non-profit status. 

 

Newsletter Editor Report: Dunton 

¶ Newsletter deadline is 1 June 

 

 

http://www.wildlife.org/
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Old Business: 

Moose Advisory Committee representative:  Huschle: 

Operations Manual & By-Laws Review – response from parent chapter:  Salvevold / Loegering 

¶ By-laws were reviewed last year, and changes voted on and passed by membership at our 

annual conference.  TWS National reviewed changes, and suggested a few small changes 

to make the bylaws consisted with the parent chapter.  Main issue was term limits – 

National TWS sees the possibility of a president as serving without term limits given the 

new provision allowing the president to waive the term limit.  MN TWS members want a 

way to deal with the issues of low involvement and activity at the Regional 

Representative level.  Loegering will follow up with National and seek a compromise. 

 

2010 Annual Meeting – Hoch 

¶ TWS will likely have a joint meeting with American Fisheries Society (AFS).  AFS has 

decided on the Grand View Lodge in Brainerd, March 1-3, 2010.  Society of 

Conservation Biology will also be invited.  Costs will be similar to past years – 

approximately $100  registration 

¶ Will be a need to get the TWS dues on the registration form and somehow keep those 

monies separate or accounted for 

¶ Need to keep the awards ceremony short due to the number of different organization 

present 

 

New Business: 

Summer Meeting (joint with Soil & Water Conservation Society):  Hutchins 

ü Tentatively Emerging topics in Wetland Restoration, 17 July, Prairie Wetland Learning 

Center, Fergus Falls, MN. 

o A number of good speakers are tentatively scheduled 

 

Habitat Project Proposals: Loegering – No action taken on Habitat Project Proposals.  All worthy 

projects, but will need to be reevaluated once it is known how much funding is available.  John 

Loegering will send out info packets and try to conduct business over email. 

ü White Bear WMA Acquisition (< $2500) 

ü Central Lakes College, Bob Fedeler Memorial area Purple Martin house pole ($400). 

ü Regal Meadow Habitat Project Proposal ($1500) 

 

TWS Chapter Listserve through National:  Loegering 

¶ Listserve through National does not cost MN TWS.  John Loegering will subscribe all 

board members.  

¶  A second listserve will be created for all members, and an initial message will be sent to 

all asking them to sign on.  John Loegering will be the listmaster 

 

Lead Update:  Tranel 

¶ Molly Tranel found TWS lead articles on-line.  Anyone who would like an e-version 

should contact Molly 

¶ Molly will also order several copies (10) of the article so that we can disperse them to our 

elected officials 
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¶ Molly traveled to Iowa to give a presentation on lead shot – she was the non-toxic/lead 

expert presenter.   Very good discussions came about from her presentation and IA DNR 

was glad that she came 

¶ Not much happening on the lead issues in MN  

¶ Hunter education will be the key to moving the lead issue forward and toward non-toxic 

shot.  MN DNR and the MN legislature is very slow to react and bring this issue forward 

– politically difficult 

¶ Molly has stated that she is willing to talk about lead/non-toxic shot  issues to groups  -  if 

interested in Molly as a speaker, please contact her 

 

2010 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference 

¶ Will be held in MN during fall/winter 2010.  What role with MnTWS play? 

 

 

Regional Reports: 

Region I: Mike Zicus 

Region II: Nancy Gellerman 

¶ Folks have been busy burning and these operations are winding down quickly.  More 

detailed information will be in the newsletter 

Region III: Beau Liddell 

Region IV: Molly Tranel 

¶ DNR Forestry laid off a number of people and DNR offices and closing or consolidating 

¶ Several ongoing DNR/Cooperator biofuels projects with prairie grasses 

¶ Record turkey harvest 

¶ Molly Tranel will be banding doves 

Region V: Emily Hutchins 

Region VI: John Moriarty 

 

Student Chapter Reports: 

Minnesota State University Moorhead:  Char Binstock 

St. Cloud State: Erin Lazorik / Ben Anderson 

U of M Crookston: Chris Waltz 

U of M Twin Cities: Devin Tunseth 
 

Standing Committee Reports: 

Audit:  Mehmel 

¶ Sara Vacek will check with Gretchen Mehmel about final audit 
 

Conservation Issues Review: Hoch, Loegering, Kittelson 

¶ Very interesting and good discussion on state budget impacts on the DNR  

¶ People with a vested interest in DNR or conservation issues need to get involved and let 

our legislatures and public know how conservation/wildlife/DNR contribute the quality 

of MN life, health, recreation, and state economics 

¶ Wildlife management is being guided by political science and not by biological science. 

 

Membership: Haroldson 
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Nominations and Elections:  Kittleson 

Program and Publicity: Dunton/Loegering 

Historian/Archivist:  Moriarty 

 

Committee Reports:  No committee reports 

Archivist / Chapter Historian: Moriarty 

Awards: Minchak   

Bylaws Review:  Salvevold/Loegering 

COWCH Project: Snavely 

Forest Issues: Quincer 

Fundraising: Moody 

FWLA: Dave Fronczak / John Parker / Diana Regenscheid 

MCF: Faber 

NRCS Technical Committee: Provost 

Prairie/Farmland: Hoch 

Statewide Issues: Faber 

Student Relations:  Hanson/Berdeen 

Wetland Issues: North 

 

Ad Hoc Committees 

Moose Advisory: Gary Huschle 

Shallow Lakes Forum Advisory Board Representative: Tranel 

Teddy Roosevelt Conservation Partnership Wetlands Project Representative:  North 

Webmaster: Loegering 

 

Adjourn 12:19 pm 

 

 

Upcoming Events & Important Dates 

 

1 June – Newsletter Deadline 

17 July – MN TWS Summer Meeting, Fergus Falls 

1 September – Newsletter Deadline 

20-24 September, TWS Annual Conference, Monterey, CA 

6-9 December, Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference, Springfield, IL 
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Quarterly Treasurer’s 

Report 
MN Chapter TWS 

12 February 2009 - 28 May 2009 

Savings (Bremer 69172740) $ 4,261.93 

     Beginning Balance $ 4,260.35 

     Change $ 1.58 
   

     Credits   

Interest $ 1.58 
 

Checking (Bremer 07137958) $ 8,114.40 

     Beginning Balance $ 8,547.63 

     Change ($ 433.23) 
   

     Debits   

Annual Meeting (see report for details) $ 6,466.91 

Awards (plaques and scholarships) $ 715.00 

            Postmaster (postage) $ 19.16 

Doug Franke (newsletter expenses) $ 83.76 

TWS online dues error (4 members at $8) $ 32.00 

Bank Fee (L. Schmidt bounced check) $ 6.00 

Printing Plus (March newsletter) $ 541.00 
   

Subtotal $ 7,148.83 
   

     Credits   

Annual Meeting (see report for details) $ 4,346.00 

Memberships $ 1,912.50 

Shirt sales $ 256.00 

Donation (L. Schmidt – to cover bounced check) $ 100.00 

Cash (annual meeting change) $ 100.00 

Interest $ 1.10 

Subtotal $ 6715.60 
 

Savings (Affinity Plus S1) $ 10.59 
    **This account is open with min. balance so that we can keep our CDs at Affinity Plus 
 

12 Month CD (Affinity Plus 7045270) $ 2,224.70 

     Life memberships, matures 16 Aug 2008   

60 Month CD (Affinity Plus 7016288) $ 3,284.90 

     Moose conference, matures 2010   
 

Total chapter assets as of 11 February 2009 $ 17,896.52 

Sara Vacek, Treasurer 

28 May 2009 
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Annual meeting report 
MN Chapter TWS  

 

Credits   

Income (registration fees) $ 10,043.00 

Raffle (see below) $ 1,378.00 

Subtotal $ 11,421.00 

 

Debits   

Office Max (copies) $ 59.70 

John Loegering $ 91.19 

Myron Just (plenary speaker expenses) $ 110.00 

UM Crookston (copies) $ 129.07 

Best Western (T. Arnold Room – plenary expense) $ 76.99 

Stacy Salvevold (copies) $ 6.45 

Best Western $ 5,278.51 

Chris Walz (Student Cons. Award) $ 100.00 

Ross Heir (J. Boe award frame) $ 20.00 

TWS (Sarah Thompson – Fedeler Schol.) $ 95.00 

Silver Bell Trophies (awards) $ 500.00 

   

Subtotal $ 6,466.91 

 

Net Meeting Proceeds $ 4,954.09 

 

2009 RAFFLE/AUCTION REPORT 

 
Credits   

Silent Auction $ 556.00 

General Raffle $ 447.00 

T-shirts $ 150.00 

Fish House $ 350.00 

Subtotal $ 1,503.00 

 

Debits   

Prize costs $ 125.00 

 

Net Raffle Proceeds $ 1,378.00 

 

 

Sara Vacek, Treasurer 

28 May 2009 
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Regional Reports 
 

Region 1 ï Mike Zicus  
 

Awards ï University of Minnesota Crookston Natural Resources 

Department faculty and students recently received a number of 

awards.  Student Chapter President Chris Waltz received the 

Minnesota Chapter’s Student Conservationist Award at the 

annual meeting, and the University of Minnesota honored Dr. 

John Loegering, Chapter President, with a prestigious Morse-

Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award for Outstanding 

Contributions to Undergraduate Education.  John is a wildlife 

professor at Crookston with a joint appointment in the 

Department of Fisheries, Wildlife and Conservation Biology at 

St. Paul as an Extension Wildlife Specialist.  This is the highest 

honor within the University of Minnesota to recognize exemplary 

undergraduate teaching.  John joins Phil Baird and Dan 

Svedarsky, all from the Natural Resources Department, as the only faculty on the Crookston 

campus to have received this award.  Rhett Johnson, another faculty member in the Crookston 

Department, was honored at the annual campus awards day by receiving the Distinguished 

Faculty Award.  Rhett is a wetland and prairie ecologist along with being an extremely 

knowledgeable plant taxonomist.  Dan Svedarsky was also recognized that day with UMC’s 

Outstanding Service Award for contributions within the larger community of Crookston and the 

region.  Holly Sandberg, Vice President of the Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society, was 

awarded the Conservation Scholarship from the Minnesota Chapter of the Soil and Water 

Conservation Society at their annual meeting at Cabela's in early April.  Holly graduated this 

spring with a degree in Water Resource Management from UMC and is the 6th UMC student in 

the last 8 years to receive this honor.  Also, Russell Kleinschmidt, a 2005 Wildlife Management 

graduate and past Minnesota Chapter Student Conservationist Award winner was recently 

elected President of the Minnesota Chapter of the Soil and Water Conservation Society.  Russ is 

a District Conservationist with the NRCS in Wadena.  Plenty to celebrate indeed.   

In a related note, the Natural Resources Department will be merged with the Agriculture 

Department at the University of Minnesota Crookston on 1 July 2009. 

 

Personnel changes – Nathan Olson accepted the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 

Invasive Species Specialist position in Fergus Falls previously held by Howard Fullhart.  Nathan 

has a MS degree in Fish and Wildlife management and previously worked for DNR Fisheries in 

the West Metro and Ortonville offices.  He was the lead for the Ortonville office on Viral 

Hemorrhagic Septicaemia (VHS) testing.  

  

Nathan Kestner accepted the DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist position in 

Bemidji previously held by Paul Stolen.  He is currently the Director of Environmental Services 

for a private sector engineering firm.  He has broad experience with federal, state, and local 

government permitting and environmental review procedures.  He has worked on projects 
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throughout NW Minnesota and already has good working relationships with many of the agency 

staff in the region. 

 

Region 2 – Nancy Gellerman 
 

Prescribed Burns ï DNR area Wildlife offices 

So far this spring, Region 2 area wildlife offices have burned over 5,000 acres of land in order to 

improve habitat for wildlife. Prescribed fire has been used across a variety of vegetation types 

including brushlands, wooded uplands, wetlands, grasslands, and even 10 acres of rock outcrops 

featuring oak and blueberry plant communities. 

 
Moose Study Update ï Mike Schrage, Fond Du Lac Reservation 

Unfortunately the moose calves born to radio-collared animals in 2008 have not survived well. 

Helicopter surveys conducted on May 4
th

 show only 5 of 37 calves are known to have survived 

to yearling status; a survival rate of only 14%. This represents an average survival rate of 31% 

since the 2004 year class. Although it is tempting to blame the long, deep snow this winter as the 

reason, survival from May 2008 to January 2009 was only 36%, also down from the average rate 

of 47% since 2004. Monitoring of the remaining 46 radio-collared moose in Lake County will 

continue through February 2011. One more year of collecting calf survival information is 

planned. In addition, Voyageur’s National Park, the Natural Resources Research Institute, 1854 

Treaty Authority, and the Grand Portage Band of Chippewa have secured funding to capture and 

collar moose with satellite collars in 2010. 

 
Sharp-Tailed Grouse Study Update ï Wes Bailey, DNR Forest Wildlife and Populations Research 

Despite the time and resources the DNR has allocated to managing open-brushland habitat, the 

effects of these efforts on the sharp-tailed grouse population are uncertain. Although annual lek 

surveys provide some insight to a population level response to management, linking survival and 

productivity to habitat features would better direct management resources. This research will 

evaluate habitat selection during the breeding season, determine habitat characteristics that best 

predict nest sites and nest survival, and finally, determine factors that contribute to hen mortality. 

Results will be used to guide land managers in their efforts as well as provide the context to 

develop biologically meaningful objectives for managing open landscapes for sharp-tailed grouse 

consistent with the DNR’s Strategic Conservation Agenda. The study area includes both private 

and public lands north and south of Palisade in Aitkin County. Between late April and early 

May, 17 sharp-tailed grouse (10 females and 7 males) were radio-collared. To date, 3 hens have 

been killed by predators with only 1 known to be incubating eggs. Of the 6 nests found, 2 were 

in sedge-grass meadows with willow shrub cover ranging from 30-90% within 10 meters of the 

nest, 2 in open, nearly treeless and shrub-free grassy meadows, and 2 in bogs with tamarack and 

spruce trees present within 10 m (1 of the latter nests is nearly surrounded by young tamarack 

and mature spruce while the other has only moderate to sparse tamarack in proximity). There are 

striking differences between the nesting sites.  Data collection will continue until the end of June 

2009, at which time monitoring will end unless additional funding is secured. 

 
Transportation and Wildlife Study Update ï Jason Alcott, MN Dept. of Transportation 

Trunk Highway 53 between the cities of Virginia and Cook, MN has been undergoing major 

expansion since 2006. The once two-lane arterial road is in the process of becoming a rural four-

lane divided roadway in order to accommodate increasing traffic volumes. The MN DOT, 
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working with the USFWS selected 3 sites along the project corridor as part of a research effort in 

order to study the effects of extended bridges (designed to accommodate wildlife movement) on 

local wildlife travel patterns. Mankato State University was selected to undertake the research 

effort focused on change in animal movement from pre to post construction. The construction is 

expected to be complete by the end of 2009. The research findings will be documented by MSU. 

Another project with the potential for farther-reaching effects is an effort between MN DOT and 

the DNR in developing the Best Practices for meeting the DNR General Public Waters Work 

Permit. These best practices include buildable, cost effective construction methods recommended 

for accommodating wildlife movement under our roadways. The hope is that once the standards 

are adopted, these structures will become commonplace and make the transportation system 

more wildlife-friendly. You can learn more by attending the International Conference on 

Ecology and Transportation, September 13-17, in Duluth, MN. Go to 

www.icoet.net/ICOET2009.asp for more details. 

 
Dragonfly Surveys ï Dave Grosshuesch, Superior National Forest 

The Superior National Forest will be hosting 3 weekends again this year to search for dragonflies 

and damselflies across the forest. The first weekend will be June 13-14 near Virginia, MN 

targeting rivers and streams for Clubtail species. The 2
nd

 weekend will be July 18-19 out of the 

Sullivan lake Campground going back to a few of the locations from last year that had high 

diversity. The 3
rd

 weekend will be August 15-16 near Isabella, MN. Last year 16 different sites 

were visited including 8 streams, 4 bogs, 2 cattail rimmed ponds, 1 fen, and 1 small lake.  In 

total, 55 species of Odonata were found by 21 participants. These included 41 species of 

dragonflies and 14 species of damselflies. Two species were new records for St. Louis County 

(Prince Baskettail & Calico Pennant) and 16 species were added to the records for the SNF 

odonate list. One highlight of the season was finding a Subarctic Darner (Species of Special 

Concern), but there were many more! If you’re interested in participating this year (no 

experience necessary), please contact Dave at 218-229-8815 or dgrosshuesch@fs.fed.us. 

   
Wood Turtle Surveys ï Maya Hamady, DNR Ecological Resources 

DNR staff is now undertaking wood turtle surveys in some stretches of the Kettle River, several 

tributaries to the St.Croix in Pine County, and a stretch of the Rum River in Isanti County will be 

surveyed. Any sightings of wood turtles should be reported to Maya’s office in Grand Rapids. 

Wood turtles are regularly found on land. They are best described as having a shell with raised 

areas shaped like irregular pyramids on the top, and a smooth yellow bottom with black blotches. 

They can have yellow, orange, or reddish coloring on the neck and legs. Other personnel from 

the Superior National Forest, Fond Du Lac Reservation, plus DNR staff are also conducting 

surveys in St. Louis County. 

 

Region 3 ï Beau Liddell ï No Report 
  

 

Region 4 – Molly Tranel ï No Report 
 

http://www.icoet.net/ICOET2009.asp
mailto:dgrosshuesch@fs.fed.us
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

I wish to apply for membership in the Chapter: Check one... 

(___) new member 

(___) renewal 

 

______ Regular Membership.......($15.00 Annual Dues) Year(s)______ 

______ Joint Membership............($22.50 Annual Dues) Year(s)______ 

______ Retiree Membershipéé($7.50 Annual Dues) Year(s) ______ 

______ Student Membership.......($ 5.00 Annual Dues) Year(s)______ 

______ Life Membership..............($375.00 Annual Dues) Year(s)______ 

______ Joint Life Membership.....($450.00 Annual Dues) Year(s)______ 

 

 

Name__________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________ 

City ____________________State ___________Zip_____________ 

Phone__________________________________________________ 

Employer_______________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address _________________________________________ 

 

I am interested in learning about the following Committees: 

(___) Audit 

(___) Awards 

(___) Farmland/Prairie Issues 

(___) Forest Issues 

(___) Fundraising 

(___) Membership 

(___) Professional Development 

(___) Statewide Issues  

(___) Wetland Issues 

Make checks payable to: MN Chapter-TWS 

Send to: Brian Haroldson 

1411 Cherry St. 

New Ulm, MN 56073 
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Registration Form ï TWS Summer Meeting 

 

 

Emerging Topics in 

Wetland Restoration 
 

 

 

A Joint Summer Meeting of The Wildlife Society (TWS) and the Soil and 

Water Conservation Society (SWCS) 

 

PRAIRIE WETLANDS LEARNING CENTER 

17 JULY 2009, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 

Fergus Falls, MN  

 

 

Name(s):______________________________________________     

Phone: ____________________________ 

 

Number of people attending ____ x $20/person = $_________ 

 

Special accommodations ______________________________ 
 

Registration cost covers conference room, lunch, and bus transportation.  

Registration must be received by July 10. 

 

Send registration form and payment to:   

 Beau Lidell 

 13115 Terrace Ln. 

 Little Falls, MN  56345 
 

Questions about the workshop?   

Call:  Emily Hutchins at (507) 475-3391 
http://www2.crk.umn.edu/tws/mn/events.html#summer_workshops

http://www2.crk.umn.edu/tws/mn/events.html#summer_workshops
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Regional Reports (continued) 

 

Region 5 – Emily Hutchins ï  

 

Spring in southeastern Minnesota started out cool and very dry.  

Many farmers began planting crops in mid-April due to the dry 

conditions.  Burn bans and red flag warnings hampered the burn 

season for managers in April.  Then conditions changed 

drastically and precipitation levels now range from normal to 

slightly above normal.  The Canada goose hatch appears to be 

excellent this year.  The southeast has seen an influx of lark 

sparrows and summer tanagers this season as well. 

 

The DNR Area Wildlife Office at Owatonna completed quite a few prescribed burns on Wildlife 

Management Areas (WMA) despite the disagreeable weather this season.  Staff also have been 

working on WMA improvements, acquisitions, and shallow lake projects.  Numerous projects on 

private land include funding for prescribed burns, brome conversions on RIM and CRP, oak 

savanna and woodland management, lakeshore restorations, native hardwood and shrub 

establishments, tree removal from prairie remnants, and native grass and forb establishments.  

Additionally, private lands staff from DNR Wildlife and Forestry held a prescribed burn 

workshop for landowners in coordination with Carleton College in Northfield.  The workshop 

included a morning classroom session and an afternoon prescribed burn on grassland. 

 

The DNR Area Office at Winona completed a number of projects this spring.  Staff burned 

several hundred acres of bluff prairies and native grass and forb plantings and planted 21,000 

ash, black walnut, silver maple, and swamp white oak on the McCarthy Lake WMA for a forest 

regeneration project.  Furthermore, McCarthy Lake WMA is slated for 25 acres of short/dry 

prairie restoration and 100 acres of cow vetch treatment.  Other WMA projects include removal 

of invasive and encroaching woody material from a number of grassland complexes in Fillmore 

County and posting new WMA acreage.  Lastly, staff have been working with numerous 

landowners in Fillmore, Houston, and Winona County on native grass and forb conversions on 

RIM land and establishments on the new SAFE (CP-38) CRP acres. 

 

The USFWS Wetland Management District in Windom has been busy with a wide range of 

projects.  According to District Manager, Mark Vaniman, their “most excellent fire crew” 

blackened over 3,300 acres this spring, completing 24 prescribed burns.  They have been 

working on the purchase of a flail vac seed stripper using donated and matched funds and hope 

to have the unit in place and operating for this fall's prairie seed harvest.  Staff began installing 

seed on several prairie restoration sites and is finishing up the details on a land acquisition and a 

land exchange in Jackson County.  In addition, staff enthusiastically has been counting 

waterfowl as part of the annual four square mile survey.  Seasonal employees arrived en masse 

on May 26 and will be assisting with control of invasive species at Touch the Sky Prairie, 

administrative chores, and the Youth Conservation Corps.  Furthermore, the annual Wings on the 

Prairie event was held on May 9 with over 300 people attending.  Activities included wetland 

walks, birding tours, mist netting, Bruce the Bug Guy, and the release of two trumpeter swans 

into the wild.  The day ended with a bison burger barbecue sponsored by the Friends of Windom 
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Wetlands.  Park Ranger Howard Paul has been booked solid for most of May with school groups 

and other parties pursuing environmental education and hunter safety training.   

 

The USFWS MN Valley Wetland Management District completed 200 acres of native grass and 

forb establishment on new WPAs in Blue Earth and Sibley County and 950 acres of wetland 

habitat restoration and enhancement at Buffalo Lake and several smaller sites in the Wetland 

Management District.  Furthermore, staff completed an 800-acre enhancement/drawdown of the 

Long Meadow Lake unit in the National Wildlife Refuge. 

 

Region 6 ï John Moriarty  
 

The legislative session kept many members busy with the various wildlife portions of the 

outdoor heritage bill.  The heritage bill was passed and, even with attempts from various 

legislators to change it, will be putting a lot of important habitat projects in gear.  There were 

some in Region 6 that felt the metro was underrepresented in the habitat projects, but there is 

always next year. 

 

The discovery of Emerald Ash Borer in St. Paul has caused a lot of concern among area resource 

managers.  The MN Department of Ag has been heading up the search and removal efforts.  

There is a constant stream of new info.  Members looking for more info should check out the 

MDA website at http://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants/pestmanagement/eabhomeowners.htm or 

http://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants/pestmanagement/eab.htm 

 

The lack of water is getting to be a big issue in the area.  The metro is currently in a moderate 

drought in the west and severe drought in the east.  The dry conditions limited spring burns and 

will be affecting upcoming prairie plantings.  A number of area lakes and streams are at 25 year 

lows.  The up side is there are not many mosquitoes. 

 

 Future columns will have more news about Chapter members and activities of specific 

organizations, especially if members forward information to me.   

 

 

Student Chapter Reports 
 

 

Minnesota State University Moorhead ï Char Binstock  ï No Report 

 

University of Minnesota, Crookston - Chris Waltz ï No Report 

 

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities Student Chapter ï Devin Tunseth -No Report   

 

St. Cloud State University ï Erin Lazorik ï No Report 

 

 

 

http://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants/pestmanagement/eabhomeowners.htm
http://www.mda.state.mn.us/plants/pestmanagement/eab.htm
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Summer meeting 

Emerging Topics in Wetland Restoration 
 

A Joint Summer Meeting of The Wildlife Society (TWS) and the Soil and 

Water Conservation Society (SWCS) 

 

PRAIRIE WETLANDS LEARNING CENTER 

17 JULY 2009 

Fergus Falls, MN  
 

~Tentative Agenda~ 
 

8:30-9:00 Registration 

 

9:00-9:30 Rex Johnson, USFWS 

Restorable Wetlands Inventory 

 

9:30-10:00 Sean Vaughn, MN DNR 

New tools in the wetland restoration toolbox:  Utilizing watershed datasets and 

flow networks in strategic wetland restoration 

 

10:00-10:15  Break 

 

10:15-10:45 Jim Solstad, MN DNR 

  Flood damage reduction modeling in the Red River Valley 

 

10:45-11:15 Lori Stevenson, USFWS 

  Sedimentation study in wetlands 

 

11:15-11:30 Break 

 

11:30-12:15 Scott Smith and Bob Hoenman, NRCS 

  LIDAR and GPS:  New technology in wetland restoration 

 

12:15-1:00 Lunch at Prairie Wetlands Learning Center 

 

1:00-4:00 Field tour, sites TBD 
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New Mn TWS Listserv 

 
Do you want to exchange ideas and information with fellow TWS members?  Or be the first to 

hear about the annual meeting, summer meetings, or important issues in conservation?  We now 

have a listserv for all members for just that purpose.  All members with an email address on file 

were mass-subscribed in mid-June so if you are already subscribed, you need to do nothing.  If 

you would like to join the list, direct your browser to 

http://wildlifeprofessional.org/mailman/listinfo/mntws_wildlifeprofessional.org. 

 

The governing board corresponds on a similar list (which is open to the members) at 

http://wildlifeprofessional.org/mailman/listinfo/mntwsboard_wildlifeprofessional.org  

 

 

 

2010 North American Moose 

Conference 

 
Voyageurs National Park has agreed to host the North American Moose Conference in 2010. 

Steve Windels at Voyageurs National Park and Ron Moen of Natural Resources Research 

Institute are the co-chairs. A number of other folks including Mike Schrage of Fond Du Lac 

Reservation will assist Steve in organizing the event. The last time the conference was held in 

MN was in 1999 at Grand Portage. It was a success and leftover funds from that conference were 

used to help complete the northwest MN moose study. Remaining funds were also set aside and 

held by MN TWS for the next time the conference was brought to the state. The 2010 conference 

is expected to take place in mid to late June over a period of 3-4 days. 

 

 

 

NEW MN TWS shirts are now 

available!   

 

Short sleeve (natural white or sage green, S-XXL):  $10 

Long sleeve (natural white, S-XXL):  $12 

Please contact Sara Vacek (320-297-0386 or curtsara@hotmail.com) to order.

http://wildlifeprofessional.org/mailman/listinfo/mntws_wildlifeprofessional.org
http://wildlifeprofessional.org/mailman/listinfo/mntwsboard_wildlifeprofessional.org
mailto:curtsara@hotmail.com
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Save the date! 

2010 Annual MN Tws meeting 

The 2010 annual MN TWS meeting will be held March 1-3 at the Grand View Lodge in 

Brainerd.  It will be a joint meeting with the American Fisheries Society (AFS) and the Society 

for Conservation Biology (SCB).  Please check MN TWS website and future newsletters for 

more information (http://www2.crk.umn.edu/tws/mn/events.html#annual_meeting).   

 

National TWS Position 

statements 

 

Seven more revised position statements have been released for member review and comment: 

¶ Environmental Quality through Resource Management   

¶ Firearms Legislation   

¶ Human Populations   

¶ Hunting   

¶ Livestock Grazing on Federal Rangelands in the Western U.S.  

¶ Management and Conservation of Brown Bears 

¶ Petroleum Development in Arctic, Subarctic, and Coastal Regions 

 

The Wildlife Society Council seeks member review and comment on these statements, prior to 

renewing them. Comments must be received by 15 July 2009 to be considered in a final 

position statement.  

  

Visit http://joomla.wildlife.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=117&Itemid=1

87 to view the statements.   

  

Please send comments to: Laura Bies, Director of Government Affairs, The Wildlife Society, 

5410 Grosvenor Lane, Suite 200, Bethesda, MD 20814-2144, or via email to 

laura@wildlife.org. 

http://www2.crk.umn.edu/tws/mn/events.html#annual_meeting
http://joomla.wildlife.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=117&Itemid=187
http://joomla.wildlife.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=117&Itemid=187
mailto:laura@wildlife.org
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Committee Memberships 

 
If you are a member of any of the below committees and do not see your name or see your name 

and are not on that committee, please contact John Loegering (jloegeri@umn.edu) for changes. 
Archivist 

John Moriarty 
Audit 

Gretchen Mehmel (Chair) 

Dave Olfelt 

Awards 

Martha Minchack (Chair) 

Fred Bengston 

Bill Berg 

Wayne Brininger 

Ross Hier 

Greg Knutsen  

Sara Vacek 

 

COWCH Project 

Nicholas Snavely 
Forest Issues 

Wes Bailey 

Wayne Brininger 

Steve Caron 

Jeff Hines 

Martha Minchak 

Gretchen Mehmel 

Mike Schrage  

Fundraising 

Norm Moody (Chair) 

Jack Lamon 

Rob Naplin 

FWLA Representative 

Dave Fronczack 
Membership 

Brian Haroldson (chair) 

Past president (Steve Kittleson) 

MCF Representative 

Bill Faber 

NRCS Tech Representative 

Jodie Provost 

Dave Trauba 

Prairie/Farmland Issue 

Greg Hoch (Chair) 

Scott Kahan 

Richard Olson 

David Pauly 

Molly Tranel  

Jeanine Vorland 

Publicity/Programs 

Eric Dunton (Chair) 

Doug Franke 

Ruth Anne Franke 

Greg Hoch 

John Loegering 

John Moriarty 

Shallow Lakes Forum Rep 

Molly Tranel 
Statewide Issues 

Bill Faber (Chair) 

Mike North 

 

Student Relations 

Jim Berdeen (Co-Chair) 

Mark Hanson (Co-Chair) 

Stacy Salvevold 

Webmaster 

John Loegering 
Wetland Issues 

Mike North (Chair) 

Tim Barberg 

Laurie Fairchild 

Sheldon Myerchin 

Doug Norris 

Stacy Salvevold 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

There are several options to renew your TWS memberships.  MN 

TWS memberships can be renewed online when you renew your 

national TWS membership. 

 

A MN TWS membership renewal form is located in the center 

section of this newsletter or simply go to the Chapter’s website 

below and download the membership application and mail to Brian 

Haroldson at the indicated address to renew your membership.  In 

addition, please keep Brian informed on any address change.   

 

Thank you for taking time to renew your membership.    

 

 

http://www.umcrookston.edu/tws/mn/downloads/MembershipApplication-MTWS2007.doc or 

http://www.umcrookston.edu/tws/mn/downloads/MembershipApplication-MTWS2007.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Artwork in this issue created by Emily Hutchins, MN DNR.  Clip Art from Microsoft Works 

http://www.umcrookston.edu/tws/mn/downloads/MembershipApplication-MTWS2007.doc
http://www.umcrookston.edu/tws/mn/downloads/MembershipApplication-MTWS2007.pdf
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Executive Board Members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Past - President 

Steve Kittleson 

PO Box 453 

Amboy, MN 56010 

(h)507-674-3697 

norskcygnet@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Regional Representatives 

Terms expiring in 2011 

 

 

 

 

Regional Representatives 

Terms expiring in 2010 

President  

John Loegering 

2900 University Avenue 

Crookston, MN 56716 

(w) 218-281-8132 

jloegeri@umn.edu 

Region 2 

Nancy Gellerman 

nancywildlifer@yahoo.com 

Region 1 

Mike Zicus 

5369 Jackpine Rd NW 

Bemidji, MN  56601 

(h) 218-751-0967 

fltfsh@msn.com 
President-Elect 

Greg Hoch 

Biology Dept 

Concordia College 

Moorhead, MN 56562 

218-299-3799 (w) 

hoch@cord.edu 

Region 4 

Molly Tranel 

missmolly102@hotmail.com 

Region 3 

Beau Liddell 

16543 Haven Rd. 

Little Falls, MN 56345 

 

liddell@brainerd.net 

  

Treasurer 

Sara Vacek 

57368 490
th
 Street 

Appleton, MN 56208 

320-297-0386 

curtsara@hotmail.com 
 

Region 6 
John Moriarty 

john.moriarty@co.ramsey.mn.us 

Region 5 

Emily Hutchins 

8485 Rose Street 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

Emily.hutchins@mnsu.edu 

Secretary 
Rich Olsen 

23070 N. Lakeshore Drive 

Glenwood, MN 56334 

320-634-0342 

tackleberry59@hotmail.com 
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Committee Chairs and Student Chapters 

Audit 
Gretchen Mehmel 

Box 100 

Roosevelt, MN  56673 

(h)218-783-2521 

gmehmel@wiktel.com 

Fundraising 
Norm Moody 

PO Box 365 

Hackensack, MN  56452 

(w) 218-947-3338 (h) 218-675-7739 

cassland@tds.net 

UMN-Crookston  
Chris Waltz, President;  

Holly Sandberg, Vice President; 

Andrew Carrlson, Secretary; 

Melissa Mackedanz, Treasurer 

John Loegering , Advisor 

jloegeri@umn.edu 

Forest Issues 
  

MCF Representative 

Bill Faber 

Central Lakes College 

Department of Natural Resources 

501 West College Drive 

Brainerd, MN 56401 

(w) 218- 855-8082 (h) 218-575-

2328,   wfaber@clcmn.edu 

St. Cloud State University 
President - Erin Lazorik  

 laer0403@stcloudstate.edu 

Vice President - Ben Anderson 

 anbe0502@stcloudstate.edu 

 Marco Restani, Advisor 

mrestani@stcloudstate.edu 

Archivist 
John Moriarty 

john.moriarty@co.ramsey.mn.us 

FWLA Representative 

Dave Fronczack 

UMN-Twin Cities 
Devin Tunseth 

Tunse003@umn.edu 

Peter Jordan, Advisor 

sbme@umn.edu 

Awards 
Martha Minchak 

5420 Old Hwy 61 

Proctor, MN  55810 

(w) 218-628-3462 

shrooms@peoplepc.com 

 

Membership 
Brian Haroldson 

1411 Cherry St. 

New Ulm, MN 56073 

(507) 359-1687 

bkharoldson@comcast.net 

Student Relations (co-chairs) 
Jim Berdeen  

james.berdeen@gmail.com 

 

Mark Hanson 

Mkhanson@paulbunyan.net 

Publicity/Programs 
Eric Dunton 

810 2
nd

 South 

New Ulm, MN 56073 

517-260-0435 

eric.dunton@yahoo.com 

 

 

Statewide Issues 

Bill Faber 

Central Lakes College 

Department of Natural Resources 

501 West College Drive 

Brainerd, MN 56401 

(w) 218- 855-8082 (h)218-575-

2328 

wfaber@clcmn.edu 

Webmaster 
John Loegering 

2900 University Avenue 

Crookston, MN 56716 

(w) 218-281-8132 

jloegeri@umn.edu 

 

 

Prairie/Farmland Issues  
Greg Hoch 

Biology Dept 

Concordia College 

Moorhead, MN 56562 

218-299-3799 (w) 

hoch@cord.edu 

Wetland Issues 
Mike North 

13261 21
St

 Ave SW 

Pillager, MN  56473 

(w) 320-255-4279 x 235  

tjnorth@brainerd.net  

USDA NRCS State Technical 

Committee Rep. 

Jodie Provost 

27267 Spruce Grove Road 

Aitkin, MN 56431 

218-546-7310 (h) 

sprucegrovefarm@emily.net 

 

COWCH 
Nicholas Snavely 

nsnav589@yahoo.com 

  

 



 

 

 


