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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It’s mid-March on the northern Minnesota prairies. Last fall everyone saw drainage tile going in at record
rates. Moorhead and other cities along the Red are preparing for their annual once-a-century flood.
There’s more clamor for more wetland drainage. We’re about to spend over two billion dollars in what
will ultimately be a self-destructive ditch along the Red. How many wetlands could we restore with that
much money? Natural resource budgets, if anything, are tighter than usual. My friends at the USFWS and
DNR seem to be asked to do more and more with less and less. It’s difficult to be an optimist these days.

Yesterday | took a long walk on some nearby WPAs and WMAs with a friend and his two kids. We
flushed six prairie chickens from the grass. We saw three pairs of swans. Just a few decades ago this
species was extinct in our state, and almost extinct period. Today, within four miles of my house | was
able to show a couple kids several pairs. The roads are dotted with horned larks. By digging around in the
wet grass and cold mud we found the green whorls of basal leaves of pussytoes, beardtongue, and prairie
smoke. Every day | see several rooster tails snaking into the roadside cattails. The plants are awakening
and the birds are returning, booming, dancing, and crowing. It’s difficult to be a pessimist these days.

Our annual meeting was a great success, this year meeting with the three other professional societies in
the state. It was a challenge to coordinate that many people and the four societies, as each society does
things just a little different. But through many phone conferences and an infinite amount of email, we
pulled it off. We set a new record for the raffle, thanks to both those who donated and those who bid.
Although it’s fun to meet by ourselves where we all know everyone, it’s also fun to see how other people
approach some of the same issues we face. We had our usual good mix of state and Federal agency
personnel, non-governmental agencies such as TNC, academics, and a good number of students. Always
good to meet and interact with the next generation. | know several students were reinvigorated in their
Studies after talking with FWS and DNR staff. And more students who didn’t go, but after hearing from
their friends how much fun they had, swore they’d be there next year.

The Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council was one of the main topics of last months meeting and
continues to be a point of discussion among many of us. This is an exciting time in the history of this state
and the state’s wildlife. I expect there will be some growing pains over the next two years as we get
everything sorted out. Minnesota voters really were pioneers in this area. While some state have similar
dedicated sales taxes, no state has set up a program like we have. Thus, we have no template to follow. It
sometimes feels like the eyes of the nation are watching us. We have to do good things with these
programs to inspire other states to follow us. Several groups are already discussing how to use existing
state funds as well as Federal funds to leverage even more good work. Others are talking about how to use
these programs to rejuvenate and diversify Minnesota’s agricultural and forest economies. Those are good
things to hear, especially during an economic downturn.

It’s been a cold, dreary, slushy, muddy, wet spring. But before you know it, the wetlands will be full of
ducks and the hilltops dotted with the blooms of pasqueflower. In the same way, the future is bright over
the coming decades for Minnesota’s wildlife.

Greg Hoch
President, MN TWS



OFFICER ELECTION RESULTS

Position Member
President Greg Hoch
President-elect Mike Larson
Secretary Rich Olsen
Treasurer Charlotte Roy
Region 1 representative Gregg Knutsen
Region 3 representative Beau Liddell
Region 5 representative Brian Pember

QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MN TWS Fall Board Meeting Agenda
Monday, March 1, 2010
Grand View Lodge, Nisswa, MN

Present:

John Loegering, Mike Zicus, Gary Huschle, Gretchen Mehmel, Bill Faber, Martha Minchak, Jodi
Provost, Steve Kittelson, Greg Hoch, John Moriarty, Mike Larson, Molly Trannel, Sara Vacek,
Alan Crossley, Nancy Gellerman, Beau Liddell, Emily Hutchins

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 3:05 pm by President John Loegering

Officer Reports:
President’s Announcements: Loegering

Agenda Review — any additions
Correspondence
e John Loegering send condolences to California Fish and Game (3 died in a
helicopter crash, deer survey).

Secretary Report and Review of Previous Minutes: Olsen
Board reviewed previous meeting minutes. Motion to accept secretary report made by
Steve Kittelson, 2" by Molly Trannel and PASSED.

Treasurer Report: S. Vacek
Sara Vacek reviewed financial highlights from 2009.
Motion to accept treasurers report made by Gary Huschle, 2™ by Bill Faber, and
PASSED.

Newsletter Editor Report: Dunton
Newsletter deadline is 15 March.



Old Business:

2010 Annual Meeting — Hoch
Update of conference meeting made by Greg Hoch.
Greg Hoch and John Loegering led a discussion of strategies to deal with the anticipated
meeting loss (~$1500 - 2000).

e Gary Huschle made a Motion to use raffle proceeds to pay for the extra
conference fees instead of using raffle proceeds to fund habitat projects, and if
needed use operating funds out of the CD and replenish the CD funds in the
future. Motion 2" by John Moriarty and PASSED.

e John Moriarty made a Motion to amend the MN TWS Operations Manual to
outline how and under what specifics that TWS will allow for future involvement
in joint meetings. Motion 2" by Gary Huschle and PASSED.

Greg Hoch and John Loegering will take the lead in amending the
Operations manual.

2010 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference: Moriarty
John Moriarty is the MN TWS representative for the Midwest Fish and Wildlife
Conference. John Moriarty discussed the role that MN TWS can play in making the
conference a success. Specifically, assist with student paper/presentation judging and
organizing a fund raising raffle.
2010 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference will be held December 12 — 15, 2010 at
the Hyatt Regency, Minneapolis.
e Student Presentations (oral and poster presentations) — it was decided that the MN
TWS will help judge presentations and papers and provide prizes for the winners.
It was suggested that winners receive membership to TWS.
e Big Raffle — will include big ticket items and likely include working the
American Fisheries Society. Raffle proceeds will be split between the
organizations. Norm will tentatively assist with these raffle items.
New Business:
2010 DNR Roundtable — Report from Bill Faber; roundtable discussions included a need
for a license fee increase but there was little support; solar/wind energy; other topics
included deer, turkey, moist soil management and grouse.

2011 Annual Meeting — In February 2011 or in conjunction with 2010 Midwest Fish and
Wildlife Conference?
Discussion of when to hold our next annual meeting.
Gary Huschle made a Motion to incorporate our 2011 annual meeting into the 2010
Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference, 2™ by Curt Vacek and PASSED.

Fenske Scholarship - $250 request
Because of the pending financial situation that MN TWS faces, there will likely be no
monetary support for the scholarship at this time. The board may consider funding at a
later date.



Sponsor Request - TWS Annual Conference, Snowbird, Utah
Because of the pending financial situation that MN TWS faces, there will likely be no
monetary support for this conference at this time. The board may consider funding at a
later date.

TWS's Position Statement on Economic Growth - TWS's Working Group on Steady State
Economy has requested that TWS Council revise. Should we write a letter of support?
Discussion on this topic led to a Motion by Mike Zicus that MN TWS should write a
letter of support in support of TWS position statement revision. 2" by Molly Trannel
and PASSED.

Greg Hoch will take the lead in writing the letter of support.

Locating AWB/CBWs in Minnesota — Any privacy concerns?
Issue is that some AWB and CWB (Associate and Certified Wildlife Biologists) are not
currently members of TWS and National does not know their current addresses. Thus,
they need to be contacted and informed. The board did not feel that there were any
privacy concerns and will contact these people and inform National as to their
whereabouts.

Summer Meeting Ideas to forward to Region Reps
Region Reps 2 (Nancy Gellerman),4 (Molly Trannel), and 6 (John Moriarty) will be
organizing the summer 2010 meeting/workshop.
Potential topics include Woody Encroachment, Water Control Structures and Fish, Red
Pine Management Workshop, Organize retired wildlife professionals to talk about their
careers in wildlife and the changes and battles that they have seen.

Board’s recommendation on Minnesota Conservation Federation (MCF) and Fish and Wildlife
Legislative Alliance (FWLA) memberships for 2010
Suggestion that the board table this issue until financial situation is resolved.

Membership Dues recommendation
Currently, dues are at $15 per year. The dues currently cover the newsletter and mailing
costs. It was also related that the dues should cover these costs. The board feels that
there is no need to increase dues at this time.
John Moriarty made a Motion to keep due fees at the current price structure for 2010, 2™
by Gary Huschle and PASSED.

Habitat Project Proposals
Recommended that this be tabled until later with the thought that TWS will not be
offering funding for habitat project during 2010.
Jodi Provost also thanked the board for their donation for the acquisition addition to the
Gun Lake WMA. May 8, 2010 is the dedication date.

Regional Reports:
Region I: Mike Zicus
No report available at this time, but information will be published in upcoming newsletter

Region II: Nancy Gellerman
No report available at this time, but information will be published in upcoming newsletter



Region I11: Beau Liddell
No report available at this time, but information will be published in upcoming newsletter

Region 1V: Molly Trannel
No report available at this time, but information will be published in upcoming newsletter

Region V: Emily Hutchins
No report available at this time, but information will be published in upcoming newsletter

Region VI: John Moriarty
Turkeys are becoming an issue and problematic in the suburbs.
More information will be published in upcoming newsletter.

Standing Committee Reports:

Audit: Mehmel
The annual audit is nearly completed but everything looks very good. The audit
committee will have a few suggestions in their annual report.

Membership: Haroldson
John Loegering reports that there is about 227 members, and membership is driven by
attendance at our annual meeting.

Nominations and Elections: Kittelson
Steve Kittelson has organized a good slate of candidates for our election.

Committee Reports:

Archivist / Chapter Historian: Moriarty
John Moriarty reports that the MN TWS Chapter was founded in 1962 and we will soon
be celebrating our 50" anniversary in 2012. However, the first meetings and gatherings
started in 1948.
Any old files or information is always needed.

Awards: Minchak
Martha Minchak reports that the awards are ready and will be announced at the
membership meeting.

Fish and Wildlife Legislative Alliance (FWLA): Dave Fronczak / Jon Parker / Diana
Regenscheid
Dave Fronczak is stepping down to pursue his graduate degree working with cranes.
John Loegering will contact FWLA about dues for the upcoming year.

Minnesota Conservation Federation (MCF): Faber
Bill Faber gave a quick update on the PolyMet mining project.

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Technical Committee: Provost or Zicus —
Discussion on change of chair
Discussed a change of committee chair.
Decided that Jodi Provost will continue as chair, but needs assistance especially with
Farmland issues and programs.



Kurt Haroldson and Mike Zicus will assist as needed as part of the committee.
Other potential people to contact for help on the committee are Joe Stangle, Stacy
Salvevold, and Sheldon Myerchin.

e Jodi will assemble a small committee
Greg Hoch represents the Prairie Chicken Society for the NRCS Tech Committee.
Jodi Provost also related that there are general signups for CRP, SAFE40 and RIM for
this year.

Prairie/Farmland: Hoch
Impacts of corn ethanol on grassland bird habitat position statement will be led by Molly
Trannel.
Greg Hoch has elected Molly Trannel to head this committee for this year as he steps
aside to assume presidential duties.

Student Relations: Hanson/Berdeen —
John Loegering relates from Jim Berdeen and Mark Hanson that there is apparent interest
and demand for the mentoring program, but everything has just fizzled out.
There were good discussion on how to get students involved/engaged and where to go
from here — nothing was decided.

Ad Hoc Committees

Moose Advisory: Gary Huschle
Gary Huschle reports that MN DNR intends to have a draft moose management plan
completed this summer.

Shallow Lakes Forum Advisory Board Representative: Tranel
The annual shallow lakes forum meeting is tentatively scheduled for April 5, 2010 in
Chanhassen, but it is still in the planning stage.

Webmaster: Loegering
Website location has physically changed but should be redirected automatically. The
NEW URL that should be used from here forward is www.mntws.org/mn/

Announcemnts:
2010 DNR Roundtable documents are available online at
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fish wildlife/roundtable/

Alan Crossley (W1 DNR and TWS Section Representative) talked about National TWS
and its relevance to the members. He wanted to let members know what National TWS
is doing and engaged the board in some good discussion. His main message was that
TWS is relevant to its members and to what we are doing. Alan also related to the board
that the WI TWS Chapter received a $60,000 donation.

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn made by Bill Faber, 2" by John Moriarty, and PASSED
Meeting Adjourned at 5:45 pm


http://www.mntws.org/mn/
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fish_wildlife/roundtable/

TREASURER’S REPORT

MN Chapter TWS

26 November 2009 — 1 March 2010

Savings (Bremer 69172740)
Beginning Balance
Change

Credits
Interest

Checking (Bremer 07137958)
Beginning Balance
Change

Debits
Printing Plus (Dec newsletter)
Postmaster (bulk mail permit)
Doug Franke (newsletter postage)
NA Moose Conference (donation + CD funds)
Cash for annual meeting
Subtotal

Credits
Moose conference funds
Memberships
Interest
Subtotal

Savings (Affinity Plus S1)

**This account is open with min. balance so that we can keep our CDs at Affinity Plus

12 Month CD (Affinity Plus 7115999, formerly 704527

Life memberships, matures 24 Aug 2010

Total chapter assets as of 1 March 2010

Sara Vacek, Treasurer
1 March 2010

$  1,264.56
$  1,264.08
$ 0.48
$ 0.48
$  2,199.36
$ 259154
$  392.18)
$ 496.00
$ 185.00
$ 141.53
$  3,648.85
$ 100.00
$  4,571.38
$ 339885
$ 780.00
$ 0.35
$  4179.20
$ 10.59
$  3,384.27
$  6,858.78



ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Tuesday, March 2, 2010
Grand View Lodge, Nisswa, MN

Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 4:10 pm by President John Loegering

Officer Reports:
President’s Announcements:
Pres. John Loegering welcomed those present

Agenda Review
e John Loegering introduced Alan Crossley, North Central Section Representative,
to the members present. Alan Crossley discussed why TWS membership is
important and why membership is important at the national level. Discussed his
experience of being on the council and encouraged members to get and stay
involved at all levels of the society.

Secretary Report and Review of Previous Minutes: Olsen
Richard Olsen stated the minutes to the November 25, 2009 board meeting were
approved as published in the December newsletter. The March 1 Board meeting minutes
and the March 2 Annual meeting minutes will be published in the upcoming newsletter.

Treasurer Report: S. Vacek
Sara Vacek handed out report to those present.
Motion to Accept Treasurers Report made by John Moriarty, 2" by Gary Huschle, and
PASSED.

Newsletter Editor Report: Dunton
Newsletter deadline is 15 March.

Regional Reports:
Region I: Mike Zicus
No report available at this time, but information will be published in upcoming newsletter

Region II: Nancy Gellerman
Nancy Gellerman reports that the Moose Conference Committee recently met and
discussed the upcoming Moose Conference in International Falls, MN from 23-26 June
2010.

Region I11: Beau Liddell
Beau Liddell reports that DNR and USFWS are busy with project proposals, especially
with LSOHC, timber harvests, and brushland work. It was a relatively mild winter.
Reports indicated that there was a significant drop in deer, and turkey depredation
complaints. Rice Lake NWR had its first timber harvest in more than a decade. Turkey
survival and food habitat study is continuing and lead researcher is Eric Dunton from the
DNR.



Region IV: Molly Trannel
Molly Trannel reports that this was a snowy winter and the public has concerns about
starving pheasants. Deer and turkey feeding has also begun.

Region V: Emily Hutchins
No report available at this time, but information will be published in upcoming newsletter

Region VI: John Moriarty
This region encompasses the 7 county metro areas. Turkeys are living quite well and
becoming nuisance animals. Turkey roundups have begun.
Eagles are becoming common sites.
Legislature is back in session.
Harvey Nelson, former USFWS Director, recently passed away.

Student Chapter Reports:

Minnesota State University Moorehead: Ashley Horton
Campus finally received the student chapter charter.
There are about 20 active members in this chapter.
Recent activities include: nest box watch, animal enrichment at the zoo, $400 raised for
Alzheimer’s disease.
Upcoming activities include: frog and toad surveys, and preparing for spring sandbagging
and flood control efforts.

St. Cloud State: Erin Lazorik / Ben Anderson

Nick Snavely reported for the chapter that they helped out with some black bear research
and there are about 10 active members in the student chapter.

U of M Crookston: Jamie Mills
Recently visited VVoyagers NP and planted trees, banded ducks at Agassi NWR, visited
the International Wolf Center in Ely, continuing buckthorn removal project on campus.
The chapter members are active and involved in quite a few projects.

U of M Twin Cities: Devin Tunseth
Chapter representatives reported on the wetland enhancement project at the campus,
applied for and received a $500 grant to continue native seeding of wetland, continue to
carry out the Wildlife Society message, worked at deer check stations for Chronic
Wasting Disease, and helped with banding of Sandhill Cranes.

Standing Committee Reports:
Audit: Mehmel
The annual audit looks very good and no problems were reported. Very organized and
neat, but the audit committee will have a few suggestions for improvement.
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Membership: Haroldson
John Loegering reports that there is about 227 members (212 paid and 37 comp), and
membership is driven by attendance at our annual meeting. Student membership
continues to be very volatile and bounces around quite a bit from year to year.

Committee Reports:

Archivist / Chapter Historian: Moriarty
John Moriarty reports that MN TWS Chapter was founded in 1962 and we will soon be
celebrating 50yrs in 2012. The first meetings and gatherings, however, were held in
1948. John Moriarty will put together a short written history of the chapter.
Any old files or information is always needed.

Awards: Minchak
Martha Minchak announced that she will be stepping down as chair.
Martha Minchak announced and presented the following awards
e Minnesota Award — Dr. John Toepfer, Society of Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus, Ltd,
WI.
e Dr. Janet Boe Memorial Award — Gretchen Mehmel, MN Dept of Natural
Resources, Red Lake Wildlife Management Area, Roosevelt, MN.
e Conservation Award— Kelly Applegate & Larry Leonard — Purple Martin
Working Group, Onamia, MN.
e Law Enforcement Award— Ed Picht, MN Dept of Natural Resources, Montevideo, MN.
Student Conservationist Award — Beth Woodswalker Walters, Brainerd, MN.
o Fedeler Scholarship — Stefanie Bergh, University of MN — Twin Cities.

Bylaws Review: Salvevold/Loegering
Bylaws were accepted and approved at last year’s annual meeting.

Celebrating Our Wildlife Conservation History (COWCH) Project: Snavely
Nick Snavely needs volunteers to help. This project helps to preserve an oral history
from wildlife professional before their memories are gone.
Nick Snavely also thanked the TWS for its $1000 donation to the Regal Meadows
acquisition.

Fundraising: Moody
Fundraising has gone well at this year’s conference/meeting. Norm Moody also suggests
that we should buy more tickets.
Fundraising is an important part of what we do and supports our habitat projects.

Fish and Wildlife Legislative Alliance (FWLA): Dave Fronczak / Jon Parker / Diana
Regenscheid
Dave Fronczak is stepping down to pursue his graduate degree working with cranes.
Jon Parker has volunteered to help and attend meetings to represent MN TWS.
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Minnesota Conservation Federation (MCF): Faber
Bill Faber gave a quick update on the PolyMet mining project and noted that the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be released soon and then the permitting
process can begin.
There is a push to increase DNR hunting and fishing license fees.
Bill Faber was invited, along with Mike North, to coastal Louisiana for a wetland tour.

Statewide: Faber
Merger between the DNRs Ecological Service Division and Waters Division is in the
final stages
Parks & Recreation Division and Trails & Waterways Division merger has been
completed.

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) Technical Committee: Provost or Zicus —
Discussion on change of chair
Discussed a change of chair.
Decided that Jodi Provost will continue as chair, and get a small cohesive committee
together to help monitor NRCS issues.

Prairie/Farmland: Hoch
Greg Hoch has appointed Molly Trannel to head this committee for this year as he steps
aside to assume presidential duties.
Greg related the CRP hearing session that he attended in Moorehead MN
e Those present were very supported of the CRP, a diverse variety of people
attended.

Student Relations: Hanson/Berdeen —
John Loegering relates from Jim Berdeen and Mark Hanson that there is apparent interest
and demand for the mentoring program, but everything has just fizzled out. There is a
lack of use between student and mentors.
John Loegering will try to work to improve the effectiveness of the program.

Ad Hoc Committees

Moose Advisory: Gary Huschle
Gary Huschle reports that Moose Advisory committee finished their recommendations
and submitted it to the DNR.
DNR is preparing their draft management plan and will be made available to the public
for comments.

Shallow Lakes Forum Advisory Board Representative: Trannel
The annual shallow lakes meeting in tentatively scheduled for April 5, 2010 in
Chanhassen, but it is still in the planning stage.

Webmaster: Loegering
Website location has physically changed but should be redirected automatically. The
NEW URL that should be used from here forward is www.mntws.org/mn/
Listserv is also available.
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Old Business:

2010 Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference: Moriarty
John Moriarty updated members on the role that MN TWS will play with regards to the
Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference. Generally, state Chapters help with raffles and
judge student papers. This is a great opportunity for the Chapter and members.
2010 Midwest Fish and Wildlfie Conference will be held 12-15 December 2010, Hyatt
Regency, Minneapolis.

John Loegering discussed the financial situation stemming from this conference.

New Business: New President, Greg Hoch
Election results: Kittelson
Steve Kittelson announced the election results
e President Elect — Mike Larson
Secretary — Richard Olsen
Treasurer — Charlotte Roy
Region 1 Rep — Gregg Knutsen
Region 3 Rep — Beau Liddell
Region 5 Rep — Brian Pember

Membership Dues
The governing board made the recommendation to hold the due fees are the
current fee structure. Gary Huschle made a motion to keep fee structure the same,
2" by John Moriarty, and PASSED.
There was discussion to increase the retirement dues to $15 from $7.50

e John Loegering strongly suggested not to change the retirement dues.

John Loegering will query Brian Haroldson as to the proportion of retirees in MN
TWS chapter.
Alan Crossley says that about half of the chapter members are not members of the
TWS National, and half of National members are not members of their respective
state chapters.

Summer Meeting/Workshop - Suggestions for topics for the upcoming summer
meeting/workshop should be directed toward region 2, 4, and 6 representatives.

2011 Annual Meeting
Suggestions from the membership for location and topics
In February 2011 or in conjunction with 2010 Midwest Fish and Wildlife
Conference?
e The Board suggests to not hold an independent annual meeting
o Discussed the financial aspects of the costs, location, and accessibility for
students, etc.
e Motion made by John Moriarty to hold our annual meeting at the
Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference in December 2010, 2™ by Gary
Huschle, and PASSED
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Locating AWB/CWBs in Minnesota
National TWS is trying to find several MN AWB and CWB (Associate and Certified
Wildlife Biologist) that are not current with their dues.

News from the Membership:
John Loegering states the chapter members and board really make things happen. This
was a great year. Several board members participated in the LSOHC meeting, Greg
Hoch prepared and red comments at the CRP meeting in Moorehead, Greg Hoch also
prepared a letter to LSOHC council on TWS concerns.
TWS is a great opportunity to get involved.
John Loegering thanked everyone for their efforts and contributions and had a great time
as president.

Announcements:
2010 DNR Roundtable documents are available online at
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fish widlife /roundtable/

Adjourn:
Motion to Adjourn made by Curt VVacek, 2™ by Sara Vacek, and PASSED
Meeting Adjourned at 6:40 pm

S,
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ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT
MN Chapter TWS
2009 Annual Report
1 January 2009 — 31 December 2009

Savings $ 1,275.15
(Affinity Plus S1) $ 10.59
(Bremer Bank 69172740) $ 1,264.56

Checking (Bremer Bank 07137958) $ 1,968.18
Beginning Balance $ 1,724.60
Change $ 243.58

Debits:
Newsletters (Printing Plus) $ 1,841.00
Postage, mailing permit, supplies $ 366.73
2008 Annual Meeting $ 5,766.91
Awards $ 715.00
T-shirts $ 827.25
MCF membership $ 250.00
FWLA membership $ 1,000.00
Habitat Grants $ 2,400.00
Summer workshop expenses $ 1,115.33
Bill Faber (MCF meeting expenses) $ 142.00
Black Bear Workshop funds $ 3,000.00
Return overpaid dues $ 48.00
Bank Fee $ 6.00
TWS (national annual meeting) $ 200.00
Transfer to CD $ 1,125.00
Subtotal $ 18,803.22
Credits:
Interest $ 3.30
Memberships $ 3,246.50
Annual meeting $ 10,043.00
Raffle/auction $ 1,378.00
T-shirt sales $ 256.00
Summer workshop $ 1,020.00
Misc. donations $ 100.00
Transfer from savings (Black Bear Wksp Funds) $ 3,000.00
Subtotal $ 19,046.80
12 Month CD (Affinity Plus 7045270) $ 3,377.48
Life memberships, matures August 2010
60 Month CD (Affinity Plus 7016288) $ 3,380.24
Moose conference, matures February 2010
Total Chapter Assets $ 10,001.05
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REGIONAL REPORTS

Region 17 Gregg Knutsen MN Chapter TWS Regions
Ferqus Falls WMD:

Maria Fosado, a former USFWS, SCEP student was hired as a
Wildlife Refuge Specialist. Maria just completed her MS
degree and will now be working on managing wetlands with
control structures, waterfowl surveys, and a host of other duties.

Chuck Vukonich, who worked in Fergus Falls for 36 years,
retired this past January. Chuck was involved with all aspects
of the WMD and could tell you the management history of
virtually each WPA in the District, including the dates of most
of the activities that took place. He was a great co-worker, as
well as a mentor to many of the temporary employees that
worked in Fergus Falls over the years. He also established good relationships with many WPA
neighbors.

Crookston Wildlife Office (MNDNR):

Staff have been busy in recent weeks readying items for LSOHC bid packages. Projects planned
from this winter will hopefully end by summer with an additional £200 acres of ground seeded to
local, native prairie plants in our work area. An MCC crew will be on-board for a week at the
end of March to reduce woody cover (via hand-cutting) on open prairie areas. The Burn List is
being generated and we are getting excited about another burn season. Many of the LSOHC
project sites need to be burned (high priority) to start the process that will end in seeding.

R.A. Franke and R. Hier surveyed deer via helicopter for 5+ days in late February with pilot John
Heineman in PAs 256/257/209 and 210. Other members of the deer survey team for these PAs
included D. Franke, E. Nelson, N. Thom, B. Klemek, R. Gorham, A. Killian, and B. Haroldson.
Conditions were excellent. It was obvious many deer had “broken-out” of some areas sometime
in late-January or early-February to join others where more food was available. Preliminary
estimates indicate reduced numbers in much of the area; our goal for some time now.

This week the chatter in cafes, etc. is about moving water. March has been very mild and rainy.
Much of the existing snow has vanished in a matter of days and the chances of it all being gone
by mid-March are good. Time will tell on flooding. As is the case in most years, Crookston
personnel will likely put-out a prairie chicken viewing blind for the public to view displaying
prairie chickens at close range.
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Red Lake WMA:

In PA 111 the deer harvest was down 20% from 2008. One TB + deer was harvested 2 mi west
of the Core Area in 2009. In the TB Core Area a 3rd week of sharpshooting wrapped up on
March 12. The running total is 143 (76 adults, 27 yearlings, 40 fawns) deer killed. Still none
with lesions!

A ruffed grouse research project led by the MNDNR and U of MN that was initiated in the area
last April will continue in 2010. The project objective is to determine whether drumming log
habitat in conifer-dominated areas is similar to aspen-dominated areas. Also, a project intended
to investigate spruce grouse habitat use and population density in the Red Lake WMD and
Beltrami Island State Forest areas is currently in the ‘planning stage' and will likely be initiated in
2011.

Agassiz NWR:

A late February aerial big game survey on the Refuge and adjoining WMA s resulted in a
population estimate of 52 moose. This compares to an estimate of 30 (£24) moose during the
winter of 2008/09. Confidence intervals (90%) for this year's survey have not yet been
calculated, but they will undoubtedly be large. Regardless, the last time that more than 11 moose
have been directly observed on this survey was the winter of 2003/04.

The spring runoff began with a bang the weekend of March 13th. Fortunately, a relatively slow
melt has been occurring for the past week, but with >3" of snowpack throughout much of the
Watershed during late February, some level of flooding will likely occur on and around the
Refuge.

Region 1 Information (fall 2009) submitted by Mike Zicus
Paul Telander:

In Region 1 the preliminary firearms deer harvest was down about 17% from last year, the buck
harvest was down about 8%. Total firearms harvest for the Region was 49,736.

Jeff Lawrence:

The Wetland Wildlife Populations and Research Group staff has been active since last reporting.
Charlotte Roy and Christine Sousa continue work on ring-necked duck breeding and fall
ecology. This was the final fall of the post-fledging ring-necked duck work and data analysis is
underway. Graduate Student Jody Kennedy coordinated the ring-necked duck breeding ecology
project. Ring-necked nesting habitat is difficult to search and nests are hard to find, but 2 years
of data collection will provide some basic information. We hope to receive additional funding
from the Upper Mississippi River/Great Lakes Joint Venture for this research. Mark Hanson is
working with collaborators on the Landscape Wetland study that covers landscape in 6 different
areas of Minnesota. LCCMR funding has been applied for to continue this work. Mark just had
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an article published in Wetland Ecology and Management on "Influences of upland timber
harvest on aquatic invertebrate communities in seasonal ponds: efficacy of forested buffers."
Dave Rave continues work on a Working Lands grassland/biomass study in west central
Minnesota. Results from this study will provide valuable insights on an additional tool for
managing grassland habitat. While the invasive faucet snail remains abundant on Lake
Winnibigoshish, few dead coots or scaup were found this fall. This is likely due to the low
numbers of scaup using the lake this year. Some dead scaup were recorded on Bowstring Lake
to the northeast of Winnie, but we have not found the faucet snail in Bowstring. Steve Cordts
and Dave Rave put together a proposal last summer to simplify Canada goose hunting
regulations in Minnesota, but they were unable to get Mississippi Flyway approval. They will
continue to pursue this change in goose management. Jim' Berdeen's banding crews had a very
good summer banding waterfowl in the Bemidji, Fosston, and Roseau areas. They marked
>2500 birds during the summer, with bandings exceeding the 5-year average for most species.
They also marked 2900 birds in the northwestern part of the state during Sept, which is similar to
the average number of captures during the previous 5 years. Over 700 mourning doves were
banded in MN during the summer field season. This effort is now coordinated by Molly Tranel
in the Farmland Research Group in Madelia. During this hunting season, we have received
reports of recoveries in MN, KS, LA, TX, and Mexico.

Greqq Knutsen:

Agassiz banded 1,702 ducks this past September. This total included 1,652 mallards and 23
northern pintails. Over 100 recaptures were also recorded.

For the first time ever, Agassiz allowed youth hunters on portions of the Refuge for both the
Youth Waterfowl and Youth Deer seasons. Few youths participated during both seasons, but
those that did had a positive experience.

Data collection was completed for year one of a three-year study of methyl mercury fluctuation
on Agassiz Pool. Data collected on Agassiz Pool and a control pool were “pre-treatment data”,
prior to the drawdown of Agassiz Pool, which began in late September 2009. Data will again be
collected on Agassiz Pool and the control pool in 2010, and again in 2011, after Agassiz Pool has
been re-flooded. The St. Croix Watershed Research Station has been contracted as the principal
investigator for this research.

Agassiz’s deputy manager, John Braastad will be leaving for a FWS job in Idaho in mid-

December. Agassiz’s staff thanks John for several years of dedicated service and wishes him the
best as he heads west.
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Region 2 — Nancy Gellerman

Research Review Symposium - University of Minnesota Cloquet Forestry Center

On February 23, wildlife biologists, foresters, and other natural resource managers gathered for
15 presentations & 3 posters. Topics ranged from the impacts of invasive earthworms on ground
nesting birds, mechanisms of competition between shrubs and tree seedlings, the impacts of
forest biomass harvest on small mammals, and genetic conservation of MN’s ash trees to name a
few. Introductions were by Mike Kroeneke, SFEC Coordinator & Jim Sanders, Forest
Supervisor, Superior Forest, USFS. The keynote speaker was Alan Ek, Department of Forest
Resources , CFANS, UMN. More information about this & upcoming workshops can be found at
http://sfec.cfans.umn.edu

Managing Early Successional Habitat for Birds — Jodie Provost, DNR Private Lands

Attend the Early Successional Habitat Management for Birds in the Forested Region of MN
workshop on May 5 at the Cloquet Forestry Center. The workshop is hosted by Jodie Provost,
DNR, and Tom Cooper & Tom Will, USFWS. The primary goal of the workshop is to help
public & private land managers, stewardship plan writers (credits will be available), and
landowners understand and identify opportunities for early successional habitat management for
wildlife species such as sharp-tailed grouse, woodcock, and golden-winged warblers. Learn how
to design, implement and evaluate practices to enhance and restore the habitats they require. The
day will include morning presentations and an afternoon field trip to view example projects. See
the Sustainable Forestry Education Cooperative web site for registration at sfec.cfans.umn.edu.

Avre prairie chickens more your thing? Or would you like to learn more about sharp-tailed
grouse? Then check out the upcoming events in the SAVE THE DATE section!

International Conference on Ecology & Transportation — Harley Hanson, DNR Parks

Harley enjoyed attending the conference held in Duluth in September, 2009. This was a rare
opportunity to attend this annual conference in our own backyard. The mission of the conference
was to identify & share quality research applications and best management practices that address
wildlife habitat and ecosystem issues related to transportation. The theme was “Adapting to
Change.” Highlights of the conference included a tour of some of the underpasses installed with
wildlife in mind on Highways 53 & 61 in northeastern MN. Many presentation videos can be
viewed at http://www.icoet.net/ICOET2009.asp

Vermilion Community College Forestry/Wildlife Club Report, Bryan Ziegler, President

Life at Vermilion Community College in Ely is keeping students busy, even with a couple of feet
of snow. The Forestry and Wildlife Club is working on an informal winter track survey,
gathering preliminary data before decisions are made on permanent route selection. Speaking of
tracks, while one of the students was out doing field work, he came across a cougar track. He
was working south of Ely about 12 miles, and will expand his transect area to see if there is a
repeat visit. Last spring the club students built and mounted wood duck boxes on a small pond on
one of the schools 40-acre tracts. The boxes were checked last week and there was one
successful nest, well success for a hooded merganser, not a wood duck. The nest box evidence
showed a hatch of 8-10 ducklings. On a final note, gray wolves seem to be the talk of the town,
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dog kills are increasing and there is a lot of public negativity. Students have been radio-tracking
a few individuals on a cooperative project with the USGS, one wolf is brave enough to almost be
considered a local resident of Winton and Ely. But telemetry isn't always necessary to see
wolves, the wildlife measurements class witnessed a gray wolf run through the back parking lot
of school at 9 am. It was a -20 degree day, the animal had a bit of mange and looked disoriented,
but after sniffing the vehicles in the parking lot, and tolerating 20 students at the window, he
walked toward town. This is a quick summary of just some of things that are happening up in
Ely...For more information about happenings at Vermillion Community College, contact Lori
Schmidt, Natural Resource Program Coordinator.

Duluth-Cloquet Work Area Report - Rich Staffon, DNR Wildlife
We recently completed our Firebreak contract — we cleared 28.5 miles of firebreak at 6 brushland
burn sites in Carlton and southern St. Louis counties.

The final report for the 2009 Duluth archery deer hunt has also been recently completed. They
shot a record 586 deer (84% antlerless) with 316 hunters. They harvested an average of 18.4 deer
per sg. mile! About 22,000 acres are open to hunting. Besides city park land, 257 property
owners in Duluth opened their land to hunting. In addition, 9 hotspots were set up this year
where they hunt deer in back yards in residential areas. Since the hunt began in 2005 a total of
2581 deer have been removed from Duluth. In spite of this high deer take, we still have areas of
Duluth that seem to be over-run with deer. Amazing!

2010 Aerial Moose Survey — Mark Lenarz, DNR Forest Wildlife Populations Research

This year’s aerial survey was completed in January in a record 8 days due to good weather &
survey conditions. The survey includes counts in 40 randomly selected plots across St.Louis,
Lake, & Cook Counties. This year’s population estimate is roughly 5,500 animals which
continues the trend of a gradual decline in MN’s northeastern moose herd. The most troublesome
finding was the low rate of only 28 calves per 100 cow moose. This is the lowest documented
rate since the survey first began in 1960. Wildlife managers in Northeast MN met on February
24 to discuss survey results, the previous hunting season, the upcoming hunting season, habitat
projects, moose calf survival rates of radio-collared moose, new moose research projects, & a
moose herd health assessment to-date.

Region 37 Beau Liddell

Planning and workload associated with LSOHC/OHF related acquisition and enhancement
projects are consuming time of many DNR and USFWS field offices, as well as their associated
project partners.

DNR Wildlife staff has been busy coordinating timber harvests on WMAs with Division of
Forestry, conducting brushland enhancements, planning for upcoming water control structure &
dike rehabilitation projects, spring burning, prairie restoration activities, and developing
numerous WMA guidance documents.
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The winter of 2009-10 will officially go down as mild throughout the region with average
severity indices in the southern three quarters of the region, and slightly lower than average
indices further north, although severities were higher in 2009-10 for the northern extent of the
region compared to the previous year. Most of the snowpack in the region disappeared over a
few days, and had essentially disappeared by March 15".

Pheasants and turkeys seem to have survived the winter better than anticipated. While no deer
mortality out of the ordinary was reported in the region, several reports of minor mortality from
the western portion of the region were obtained from Conservation Officers where acidosis or
alflatoxicosis was suspected.

The winter wild turkey food habits study conducted by the DNR Farmland Wildlife Populations
& Research Group is continuing this year. Thus far results have been similar to last year, with
birds taken in more forested parts of the study area experiencing poorer condition than
individuals using agricultural landscapes.

The MN Association of Conservations Professionals met in Little Falls on February 26™ and
discussed updates to conservation funding in the state, as well as forming conservation
partnerships. The association is planning on taking action regarding various conservation
funding issues, including conservation capacity in the private & public sectors, and the need for
increases to Fish & Wildlife license fees. Planning is underway for the 2011 annual meeting,
with various issues on water quality and pollution being discussed.

Central Lakes College — The Natural Resource Club

The Natural Resource Club at Central Lakes College has been keeping busy, no winter torpor for
us. This fall we did our bi-annual highway clean up and river clean up in partnership with the
CLC Horticulture club. This has been a tradition amongst the two clubs for a couple years now.
It is also a chance for some friendly interaction between the two clubs outside of the softball and
football fields.

Some of the NR students belong to the Brainerd Lakes Area Audubon Society (BLAAS) and
participated in the Christmas Bird Count. The NR Club also maintained four sunflower seed
feeders, three suet feeders, and a monster thistle seed feeder. We had a small flock of twenty
plus goldfinches, a few purple finches, and the usual winter crew such as chickadees,
woodpeckers, and of course, the ever-so-quiet and humble blue jays. In addition we had a small
flock of robins, 6 — 8, that spent the winter on campus living off crab apple trees.

Cold weather didn’t stop us from having fun in the snow. The Club did a winter camping
experience and two weeks later volunteered as ski patrol for the Mille Lacs-Kathio State Park
Moonlight ski and we were there for cleanup the morning after. The topper in terms of fun in the
snow was snow tubing at Camp Ripley. We had loads of fun and only one casualty (us NR folks
are tough, he’ll live!).

The NR Club students also put forth a strong volunteer showing at the annual joint meeting of
The Wildlife Society, American Fisheries Society, Society of American Foresters, and Society of
Conservation Biology. Students helped speakers get their presentations organized on the audio-
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visual systems, manned the lights, and helped with selling shirts, etc. Students from UM-
Crookston and Vermilion Community College also volunteered getting everyone registered.
Phew!

Upcoming adventures scheduled for this spring include volunteering at Habitat Day at Crane
Meadows National Wildlife Refuge and brush cutting for the MN Sharp-tailed Grouse Society

Region 4 — Molly Tranel T No Report
Region 5 — Brian Pember i No Report

Region 6 i John Moriarty

The metro area is getting ready for spring flooding on the Crow, Minnesota and Mississippi
Rivers. The Emerald Ash Borer infestations are expected to expand this summer. This could
affect resources available for other projects.

One of Minnesota’s and TWS longtime conservationist, Harvey Nelson, passed away last month.
His obituary can be found in this newsletter.

Bryan Lueth from the north metro reported busy winter for cougars and coyotes: fortunately, no
children were lost. As anticipated, urban turkeys are becoming the next problem species with
one city getting a permit to remove up to 75 birds. Continued encroachment around WMA's
may result in some land sold and replaced to accommodate development projects, i.e. I-
35/County Road 83 overpass at Lamprey Pass WMA, Judicial Ditch 4 maintenance through
Houle WMA.

Larry Gillette from Three Rivers reported that many species of birds are starting to arrive back
for the spring. They also just released the 2009 Osprey report and had58 active nests that
produced a record 102 chicks that reached banding age in the metro. We are looking forward to
another successful year in 2010. Carol Carter, wildlife specialist at Three Rivers recently retired,
so now she can spend more time birding.

STUDENT CHAPTER REPORTS

Minnesota State University Moorhead i Ashley Horton

The Minnesota State University Moorhead (MSUM) Student Chapter of The Wildlife Society
had 6 members attend the annual state chapter meeting of TWS in Nisswa on 1-3 March. Some
of the members presented their research on painted turtles and wild turkeys in poster format.
Spring plans include monitoring of bluebird houses formerly erected at the MSUM Regional
Science Center and further animal enrichment activities at the Red River Valley Zoo.

St. Cloud State University i Lauren Michelsen 7 No Report
University of Minnesota, Crookston - Jaime Mills T No Report

University of Minnesota, Twin Cities Student Chapter i Devin Tunseth T No Report
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ANNUAL AWARDS

MINNESOTA AWARD i Dr. John Toepfer, Society of Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus,
Ltd, WI

The Minnesota Award is our Chapter’s highest award and has been presented since 1958 to an
individual who has made outstanding contributions to Minnesota’s wildlife and natural
resources. Past recipients include some of the great names in Minnesota’s conservation history:
George Selke, John Moyle, Richard Dorer, Walter Breckenridge, Art Hawkins, Robert Farmes,
Gordy Gullion, Dave Mech, Dave Dickey, Harvey Nelson, Carrol Henderson, Janet Green, Bill
Berg, Dan Svedarsky, Francie Cuthbert, Ross Hier, Terry Wolfe, Gary Huschle, Janet Boe, Lee
Pfannmuller, and Brian Winter. Dr John Toepfer was honored for over forty years of research,
protection and management of prairie grouse throughout the Midwest and Texas.

DR. JANET BOE MEMORIAL AWARD i Gretchen Mehmel, MN Dept of Natural
Resources, Red Lake Wildlife Management Area, Roosevelt, MN

The Dr. Janet Boe Memorial Award was established in 2008 recognize a professional woman or
outstanding female graduate or undergraduate student who exemplifies the consummate natural
resource scientist. The purpose of this award is to recognize women who are making a significant
difference in natural resource science in Minnesota and to encourage increased recruitment of
women into this profession. Janet was a MN TWS leader for many years and was a role model
for many female natural resources scientists. Gretchen Mehmel was honored for her career in
conservation and resource management and the impact she has had on Minnesota’s natural
resources; most notably the impact she has had on young girls and boys and professional women
pursuing a conservation career. Gretchen has been the manager at Red Lake Wildlife
Management Area near Roosevelt since 1992.

CONSERVATION AWARD 1 Kelly Applegate & Larry Leonard i Purple Martin
Working Group, Onamia, MN

The Conservation Award has been presented since 1985 to an organization or institution that has
shown an outstanding commitment to Minnesota’s resources. Past recipients include: MN
Waterfowl Association, The Nature Conservancy, MN Sharp-tailed Grouse society, MN Prairie
Chicken Society, MN Division of the l1zaak Walton League, MN Conservation Federation,
Nicollet Conservation Club, Rice Area Sportsmen’s Club, the Stearns County Chapter of
Pheasants Forever, the St. Louis River Citizen’s action Committee and Central Minnesota
Citizens for Responsible Growth. Kelly Applegate & Larry Leonard were honored for their
work to establish the Purple Martin Working Group which has worked with private landowners
and public agencies to establish and manage 11 purple martin nesting colonies in 10 counties,
coordinate Martinfest and establish long-term data collection and monitoring of martin colonies
and migrating martins.

LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARDI Ed Picht, MN Dept of Natural Resources, Montevideo,
MN

The Law Enforcement Award has been presented since 1992 to an individual who has
demonstrated dedication and service to the protection of Minnesota’s natural resources. MN
DNR Conservation Officer Ed Picht, of Montevideo, was honored for outstanding conservation
law enforcement service in his community.
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STUDENT CONSERVATIONIST AWARD i Beth Woodswalker Walters, Brainerd, MN

The Student Conservationist Award has been presented since 1985 to a wildlife major that
has shown commitment to wildlife, has high scholastic achievement, and shows promise as a
future wildlife professional. Several past recipients have gone on to natural resource careers
in Minnesota. Beth Woodswalker, a sophomore in the Natural Resources program at Central
Lakes College in Brainerd, and Co-President of the campus Natural Resources Club was
honored for her work to make CLC a bird-friendly campus. Over the past year and a half she
has helped established bluebird houses as well as a banding and monitoring protocol,
established a purple martin nesting colony, chimney swift nest and roosting colony, and an
osprey nesting platform as well as establishing a campus winter bird-feeding program. While
maintaining a high GPA she has provided an incredible amount of service and leadership to
her fellow students, the campus, and the greater community.

FEDELER SCHOLARSHIP i Stefanie Bergh, University of MN 7 Twin Cities

These scholarships were established in memory of past MN Chapter President, Bob Fedeler, who
taught in the Natural Resources Department at Central Lakes College. The scholarships,
presented to one undergraduate student and one graduate student, are a one- year, full
membership in The Wildlife Society including all publications. Qualifying students must have a
3.0 or better GPA, a strong interest in a career in wildlife biology, be active in extracurricular
activities, have a strong sense of public service and have demonstrated good communication
skills. Stefanie Bergh is a second year graduate student in the Natural Resources Science &
Management program at the University of MN — St Paul. Her current overall GPA is 4.0. Her
research involves studying the factors that affect detection probability of the American
Woodcock on singing-ground surveys. In addition she has been working with Woodcock MN
and the Finlayson-Giese Sportsman’s Club on a habitat improvement project in Pine County.
Outside of her professional life she volunteers for the Children’s Hospital Association of
Minneapolis and the Alumni Admissions Representative program for her undergraduate alma
mater, Whitman College. Extra-curriculars involve the Birchwood Bike and Ski Teams as well
as the University of MN Triathalon Team.

Other TWS Members Recognized

A Service to Chapter Award was presented to Greg Hoch, Moorhead, MN for his work on
farmland wildlife issues.

Jodie Provost, MN DNR — Wildlife was honored by Pheasants Forever at their annual banquet in
January as Wildlife Professional of the Year.

Martha Minchak, MN DNR — Wildlife was honored by the W.J. McCabe Chapter of the 1zaak
Walton League, Duluth at their January meeting as their Conservationist of the Year.

Special note from the Awards Chair —
Thanks for a great five years! Your new Awards Chair is Thom Soule.

Martha Minchak
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The Plinnessta d/naﬂw
of The Wibdtife Socicly

MINNESOTA CHAPTER, THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY, AWARDS HISTORY 19582009

YEAR MINNESOTA CONSERVATION STUDENT LAW FEDELER JANET BOE
AWARD AWARD CONSERVATIONIST ENFORCEMENT AWARD AWARD
1958 George Selke
1959 Lytton Taylor
1960 Jack Berryman The Minnesota Award is our Chapter's highest award and is presented to an
1961 John Moyle individual who has made outstanding contributions to Minnesota's wildlife and natural
1962 Arnold Erick resources
1963 Samuel Eddy ’ . . o S
1964 Richard Dorer The Conservation Award is presented to an organization or institution that has
1965 William H. Marshall shown an outstanding commitment to Minnesota's resources.
1966 George McCullough The Student Conservationist Award is presented to a Wildlife Major at a Minnesota
1967 Walter J. college who had shown a commitment to wildlife, has high scholastic achievement,
Breckenridge and shows promise as a future wildlife professional.
1968 Flick Davis The Law Enforcement Award is presented to an individual who has demonstrated
igsg ﬁirﬁ‘gz gie“ﬁm dedication and service to the protection of Minnesota's natural resources.
1971 Robert Burwell The Bob Fedeler Award is presented to one undergraduate and one graduate
1972 Robley W. Hunt student who have a 3.0 or better GPA, a strong interest in a career in wildlife biology,
1973 Art Hawkins be active in extracurricular activities, have a strong sense of public service and have
1974 Dave Vesall demonstrated good communication skills.
1975 Ross Hanson The Janet Boe Memorial Award recognizes a professional woman or outstanding
ig;g 'I:AS;Z'S:/FEZ;‘?AQ female graduate or undergraduate student who exemplifies the consummate natural
1978 Robert E. Farmes resource scientist.
1979 Gordon W. Gullion
1980 Max Partch
1981 David Dickey
1982 *x
1983 John Mathisen
1984 Arlin Anderson
1985 Carl Madsen Minnesota Waterfowl
Association
1986 L. David Mech MN Chapter, The Nature
Conservancy
1987 John Scharf Fish & Wildlife Legislative
Alliance
1988 Alfred Berner Nicollet Conservation Club
1989 Wallace Dayton The Big Game Club-Special
Projects
1990 Edward Crozier Friends of the Minnesota
Valley
1991 Roger M. Holmes Pheasants Forever
1992 Harvey Nelson Itasca Community College Eric Spadgenske Doug Sandstrom
1993 Carrol Henderson Clean Up Our River Dean Paron David Mador
Environment
1994 Jan Green Sportsmen's Coalition Clean Jane Mueller Todd Manley
Minnesota River
1995 William E. Berg Hennepin Co. Parks - DNR Kent Sundseth Larry Lewis
1996 Alfred H. Grewe Ducks Unlimited - Minnesota Eric Rosenquist David Duncan
1997 Al Radtke Central Lakes College - Myron Weltikol Jeff Birchem
Natural Resources
1998 Larry R. Nelson Rice Area Sportsmen's Clubs Eric Thorson John F. Smith
1999 Dan Svedarsky Minnesota Sharp-tailed Shane Osborne Martin Book
Grouse Society
2000 Robert Janssen Izaak Walton League - Emily Spinler Leland Owens
Minnesota Division
2001 Larry Lewis Minnesota Conservation Chad Nordstrom Tom Provost
Federation
2002 Ross Hier Central Minnesota Audubon Dan Oberg Brian Mies
Society
2003 Francesca Cuthbert KAXE Northern Community Tom Gorman Joyce & Paul
Radio Kuske
2004 Douglas Keran Minnesota Prairie Chicken Russell Kleinschmidt Karl Hadrits
Society
2005 Terrance Wolfe Stearns County Pheasants Nathaniel Emery Richard Stoltman
Forever
2006 Gary Huschle St. Louis River Citizens Tim Barberg Scott Staples Micah Meyer
Action Committee
2007 Lee Pfannmuller Luverne and Mary Jo Mary Jo Geldert Gary Forsberg Jessica
Janet Boe Forbord of Prairie Horizons Holmes
Farm
2008 Brian Winter Jane Bennett of Central MN Chris Waltz Jeremy Sarah Margaret
Citizens for Responsible Woinarowicz Thompson Anderson
Growth
2009 John Toepfer Kelly Applegate & Larry Beth Woodswalker Ed Picht Stefanie Bergh  Gretchen
Leonard i Purple Martin Walters Mehmel

Working Group
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REPORT FROM THE NORTH CENTRAL SECTION

REPRESENTATIVE TO TWS COUNCIL
By Alan Crossley

Thanks to John Loegering for inviting me to attend part of the Minnesota Chapter meeting at the Grand
View Lodge in Nisswa, March 1-3. | appreciated the opportunity to sit in on the Governing Board
meeting and the Membership meetings. Plus it was great to have a chance to listen to some of the
excellent papers presented.

Several things jumped out at me during the TWS portion of your meetings:

e | was reminded once again, that your organizational structure of having regional representatives is,
to my knowledge, unique in the North Central Section. I’ve always thought that was a good idea,
as it created more opportunities for service on your governing board and it seems to do a good job
of linking members from around the state to the chapter.

¢ You have institutionalized student chapter reports in your business meeting, which not all
chapters that | have visited have done. It is so important to make sure the future leaders of our
profession have a voice at state chapter meetings.

o | really like your effort to identify professional members who are willing to serve as mentors to
students. | understood from your meetings that the link with students has yet to be made, but |
really appreciate your effort to get this process started.

e John Moriarty talked about a COWCH reminiscence meeting at some point in the future. I like
that idea as well — creating an opportunity to link some of the stalwarts of Minnesota wildlife
management and TWS history with the students and early career professionals that are coming
behind them.

So great work! 1 already passed all four ideas on to the Wisconsin Chapter of TWS when | went to their
meeting later that week and will no doubt have opportunities to share the good things you are doing with
other chapters during the year ahead.

One of the highlights of any chapter annual meeting is the opportunity to recognize citizens, students, and
colleagues with Chapter Awards. | was once again pleasantly surprised by the large number of awards
that the Minnesota Chapter gives out and the amazing stories and history that accompanied each award
presentation. You can’t underestimate the value of acknowledging the work of others. Most everyone in
our profession is involved in the work that we do because we love it and believe in it, and not because we
expect anyone to acknowledge our efforts. But it does mean a lot to be recognized by your peers. So |
encourage you to take the time to put together a nomination for someone you work with or admire and
make the work of the Awards Committee that much harder next year.

Check Out the Website! As | do in every article | write, | encourage folks to check out The
Wildlife Society Website. There is a lot going on in YOUR Professional Society, so | encourage
you to visit the website to learn more — www.wildlife.org

| 6d Love t o Hwythree ydarteonras Ngrth Gehtral Section representative to
TWS Council is ending in October. My ability to adequately represent the members of the
Minnesota Chapter on Council is in large part influenced by the feedback and information I hear
from you folks. Please don’t hesitate to give me a shout. Here’s my contact information:

Alan Crossley

Wisconsin DNR

PO Box 7921

Madison, WI 53707
608-266-5463
Alan.Crossley@wisconsin.gov
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HARVEY NELSON, MINNESOTA
CONSERVATION GIANT, DIES

One of the nation's most astute wetlands and wildlife managers died at age 85 of heart failure.

By DENNIS ANDERSON, Star Tribune

Last update: February 21, 2010

Born in 1925 on a farm near tiny Barrett, Minn., and raised in nearby Evansville -- the heart, at
the time, of the state's best duck country -- Harvey Nelson nurtured a boyhood fascination with
waterfowl to become one of the nation's most powerful wetlands and wildlife managers over a
42-year career with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Nelson, 85, died Friday (February 19) of heart failure, ending a star-studded professional and
volunteer tenure during which he remained ever humble despite being showered with accolades,
including induction this month into the Minnesota Waterfowl Association Hall of Fame.

"There's a hole in my heart right now," John Schroers, president of the Minnesota Waterfowl
Association, said Saturday. "Harvey was a guy who could hobnob with the high and mighty in
Washington, D.C., getting things done for wildlife, yet could fit in easily with the average guy."

A graduate of the University of Minnesota, where he studied wildlife management, Nelson held a
master's degree from Michigan State University in natural resources conservation and an
honorary doctorate from North Dakota State University.

His work with the Fish and Wildlife Service spanned a critical half-century in which waterfowl
management grew ever more sophisticated and science-based, increasingly dependent on
complex aerial population surveys along exacting U.S. and Canadian routes in spring, and
computer modeling to develop hunting seasons and limits in fall.

Originally intending to be a veterinarian, Nelson switched majors when he learned he would
have to leave Minnesota for lowa to attend vet school. He joined the Fish and Wildlife Service in
1950.

"Because | was interested in the wetlands program, and migratory birds, waterfowl particularly, |
decided that, by golly, if I could get a job at the Fish and Wildlife Service, that was what | was
going to do, and so I did," Nelson recalled in an audio biography he recorded in 2002.

Nelson's first posting was at Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge in South Dakota. He served at
other national wildlife refuges in the Midwest, and was promoted to key research and
management positions until 1974, when he was appointed associate director of the service in
Washington, overseeing the national wildlife refuge system, national fish hatcheries, wildlife law
enforcement, migratory bird management and animal damage control.
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He returned to Minnesota in 1980 to manage Fish and Wildlife programs in eight states, and in
1987 was named executive director of the North American Waterfowl Management Plan, an
ambitious state, federal and private conservation initiative.

"Harvey was a doer," said Bob Jessen, 78, of Bemidji, who retired from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources as state waterfowl biologist in 1987. "He had some get-up-and-

go."

Until Friday, when he suffered chest pains and died en route to a hospital, Nelson remained
active in conservation.

A board member of the Minnesota Outdoor Heritage Alliance, he set up and attended the group's
annual banquet Wednesday.

A busy retirement

The consummate volunteer, Nelson organized the recent statewide waterfowl symposium held in
Bloomington and was a key figure in passage of the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment
in 2008.

"Even now, in retirement, every time | talked to him he was either going to or coming from a
meeting or symposium,” said Ray Norrgard, DNR wetland wildlife program leader.

A 600-acre wetland complex was bought in his name near Evansville in 1996, and in 2000 he
was named Man of the Year by the Outdoor News.

Not bad for someone who as a kid wanted only to set a few traps and hunt canvasback ducks
near his home on Lake Christina.

"The future poses some difficult challenges,” Nelson said in his autobiography. "Constant
vigilance is required to maintain habitat quality and quantity, as well as populations of birds
desired not just by the hunting public, but the public at large. When you put all this together, it's
equally critical to other species, ground nesting birds, other resident mammals, a whole host of
wildlife species and fish species that come together, supported by habitat.”

Nelson is survived by his wife of 62 years, Gene; four children, Steve Nelson, Beth Nelson, Pam
Lassonde and Patti Nelson, and three grandchildren. Visitation will be held from 6 to 8 p.m.
Thursday at Washburn McReavy's Werness Brothers Chapel in Bloomington. Services will be
held at 11 a.m. at St. Edward's Catholic Church in Bloomington.

Editors Note: Harvey was a longtime member of the Wildlife Society at the state, regional and
national level. He served as an officer in the early years of Minnesota Section, President of the
North Central Section in 1962-63. He was given the Minnesota Chapter’s Minnesota Award in
1992.
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SAVE THE DATE!

7 15T MIDWEST FISH & WILDLIFE CONFERENCE

December 12-15, 2010
Hyatt Regency
Minneapolis, MN

www.midwest2010.orqg
Become our fan on Facebook: Midwest 2010

45TH NORTH AMERICAN MOOSE

CONFERENCE AND WORKSHOP

Voyageurs National Park has agreed to host the North American Moose Conference in 2010.
Steve Windels at VVoyageurs National Park and Ron Moen of the Natural Resources Research
Institute are the co-chairs. A number of other TWS folks including Andy Edwards, Mike
Schrage, Bill Faber, Nancy Gellerman, Mark Lenarz, Gretchen Mehmel, and Martha Minchak
will assist Steve and Ron in organizing the event. The last time the conference was held in MN
was in 1999 at Grand Portage. It was a success and leftover funds from that conference were
used to help complete the northwest MN moose study. Remaining funds were also set aside and
held by MN TWS for the next time the conference was brought to the state. The 2010 conference
is set to take place June 23-26, 2010 and is being held at Rainy River Community College in
International Falls, MN. A pre-conference tour to Isle Royale National Park is also going to be
offered. For further details and registration information, visit the conference website at
http://www.nrri.umn.edu/Moose2010.
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April 17 - Minnesota Prairie Chicken Society annual meeting, Fertile, MN. See the MPCS
website www.prairiechicken.org or call 218-498-2325

May 5 - Early Successional Habitat Management for Birds in the Forested Region of MN,
Workshop, Cloquet Forestry Center. By Jodie Provost, DNR, and Tom Cooper & Tom Will,
USFWS. See the Sustainable Forestry Education Cooperative web site for details and
registration (sfec.cfans.umn.edu).

May 8 - Gun Lake WMA Dedication, Palisade, MN. Will include a morning ceremony at the
site, lunch at Long Lake Conservation Center, and a presentation by Wes Bailey, DNR grouse
biologist. See Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society web site (www.sharptails.org). Call 218-
927-2982 x249 to RSVP for the lunch count and details.

June 23-26 — 45" North American Moose Conference and Workshop, VVoyageurs National Park.
Stay in International Falls and enjoy this international gathering of moose biologists. Participants
will be able to choose between a scenic boat ride in VVoyageurs National Park or an educational
necropsy workshop. Also needed are student nominations for MN TWS Moose Conference
travel awards & abstract submissions (due April 15). Go to www.nrri.umn.edu/Moose2010 for
details & registration.

October 2-6, 2010 — TWS Annual Conference, Snowbird, Utah

MOOSE CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP

In support of the conference, MN TWS is proud to offer $250 dollars in scholarships to attend
the conference. First priority will be given to MN TWS student members, followed by students
attending MN colleges or universities, and finally to retired or other MN TWS members in
general. The selection committee will consist of Dr. Bill Faber (wfaber@clcmn.edu) and Martha
Minchak (shrooms@peoplepc.com) - contact one of these folks for further information and
application details.

MINNESOTA CHAPTER ARCHIVES REQUEST
John Moriarty

There is still a need for older records of the Minnesota Chapter. If you know of any old TWS
files you may have or are in your agencies files please forward them on to the chapter. We are
especially looking for newsletters, position papers, meeting programs and minutes from 1948
until the mid-1960’s.

The chapter is currently working on digitizing the proceedings of chapter sponsored conferences
to be placed on the website. The North Central Section just completed a similar project with
their proceedings. The can be found at http://www.umcrookston.edu/tws/NCS/Publications.htm
These proceedings include a number of Minnesota Chapter members as authors and editors.
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MN TWS LISTSERV

Do you want to exchange ideas and information with fellow TWS members? Or be the first to
hear about the annual meeting, summer meetings, or important issues in conservation? We now
have a listserv for all members for just that purpose. All members with an email address on file
were mass-subscribed in mid-June so if you are already subscribed, you need to do nothing. If
you would like to join the list, direct your browser to
http://wildlifeprofessional.org/mailman/listinfo/mntws_wildlifeprofessional.org.

The governing board corresponds on a similar list (which is open to the members) at
http://wildlifeprofessional.org/mailman/listinfo/mntwsboard wildlifeprofessional.org

NEwW MN TWS SHIRTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

Short sleeve (natural white or sage green, S-XXL): $10
Long sleeve (natural white, S-XXL): $12
Please contact Sara Vacek (320-297-0386 or curtsara@hotmail.com) to order.

MEMBERSHIP

There are several options to renew your TWS memberships. MN
TWS memberships can be renewed online when you renew your
national TWS membership.

A MN TWS membership renewal form is located in the center
section of this newsletter or simply go to the Chapter’s website
below and download the membership application and mail to Brian
Haroldson at the indicated address to renew your membership. In
addition, please keep Brian informed on any address change.

Thank you for taking time to renew your membership.

http://www.umcrookston.edu/tws/mn/downloads/MembershipApplication-MTWS2007.doc or
http://www.umcrookston.edu/tws/mn/downloads/MembershipApplication-MTWS2007.pdf

%

Artwork in this issue created by Emily Hutchins, MN DNRClip Art from Microsoft Works
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COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS

If you are a member of any of the below committees and do not see your name or see your name
and are not on that committee, please contact John Loegering for changes.

Archivist
John Moriarty

Audit
Gretchen Mehmel (Chair)
Dave Olfelt

Awards

Thom Soule (Chair)
Fred Bengston

Bill Berg

Wayne Brininger
Ross Hier

Greg Knutsen
Martha Minchack

Sara Vacek
COWCH Project Forest Issues Fundraising
Nicholas Snavely Wes Bailey Norm Moody (Chair)
Wayne Brininger Jack Lamon
Steve Caron Rob Naplin

Jeff Hines
Martha Minchak
Gretchen Mehmel
Mike Schrage

FWLA Representative
Dave Fronczack

Membership
Brian Haroldson (chair)

Past president (John Loegering)

MCF Representative
Bill Faber

NRCS Tech Representative

Prairie/Farmland Issue

Jodie Provost
Dave Trauba

Greg Hoch (Chair)
Scott Kahan
Richard Olson
David Pauly
Molly Tranel
Jeanine Vorland

Publicity/Programs
Eric Dunton (Chair)
Doug Franke

Ruth Anne Franke
Greg Hoch

Mike Larson

John Loegering
John Moriarty

Shallow Lakes Forum Rep

Statewide Issues

Molly Tranel

Bill Faber (Chair)
Mike North

Student Relations

Jim Berdeen (Co-Chair)
Mark Hanson (Co-Chair)
Stacy Salvevold

Webmaster
John Loegering

Wetland Issues
Mike North (Chair)
Tim Barberg
Laurie Fairchild
Sheldon Myerchin
Doug Norris

Stacy Salvevold
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Past - President

John Loegering

2900 University Avenue
Crookston, MN 56716
(w) 218-281-8132
jloegeri@umn.edu

Regional Representatives
Terms expiring in 2011

Regional Representatives
Terms expiring in 2012

President
Greg Hoch
gahoch@umn.edu

Region 2
Nancy Gellerman
nancywildlifer@yahoo.com

Region 1

Gregg Knutsen

22996 290th St. NE
Middle River, MN 56737
(c) 218-686-4329
Gregg_Knutsen@fws.gov

President-Elect

Mike Larson

913 NE 5th St

Grand Rapids, MN 55744
larson.grapids@gmail.com
218-999-7933

Region 4
Molly Tranel
missmolly102@hotmail.com

Region 3

Beau Liddell

16543 Haven Rd.
Little Falls, MN 56345
liddell@brainerd.net

Treasurer
Charlotte Roy
clroy_50@yahoo.com

Region 6
John Moriarty
john.moriarty@co.ramsey.mn.us

Region 5

Brian Pember

51 E. 4™ St. Room 203
Winona, Minnesota 55987
504-494-6237
Brian_Pember@fws.gov

Secretary

Rich Olsen

23070 N. Lakeshore Drive
Glenwood, MN 56334
320-634-0342
tackleberry59@hotmail.com
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS AND STUDENT CHAPTERS

Audit

Gretchen Mehmel
Box 100

Roosevelt, MN 56673
(h)218-783-2521
gmehmel@wiktel.com

Fundraising

Norm Moody

PO Box 365
Hackensack, MN 56452

(w) 218-947-3338 (h) 218-675-7739

cassland@tds.net

UMN-Crookston

Jaime Mills, President;

Lisa Gentele, Vice President;
Tammy Johnson, Secretary;
Adam Kleinschmidt, Treasurer
John Loegering , Advisor
jloegeri@umn.edu

Forest Issues

MCF Representative

Bill Faber

Central Lakes College
Department of Natural Resources
501 West College Drive
Brainerd, MN 56401

(w) 218- 855-8082 (h) 218-575-
2328, wfaber@clcmn.edu

St. Cloud State University
President - Erin Lazorik
laer0403@stcloudstate.edu

Vice President - Ben Anderson
anbe0502@stcloudstate.edu
Marco Restani, Advisor
mrestani@stcloudstate.edu

Archivist
John Moriarty
john.moriarty@co.ramsey.mn.us

FWLA Representative
Dave Fronczack

UMN-Twin Cities
Devin Tunseth
Tunse003@umn.edu
Peter Jordan, Advisor
sbme@umn.edu

Awards

Martha Minchak

5420 Old Hwy 61
Proctor, MN 55810

(w) 218-628-3462
shrooms@peoplepc.com

Membership

Brian Haroldson

1411 Cherry St.

New Ulm, MN 56073
(507) 359-1687
bkharoldson@comcast.net

Student Relations (co-chairs)
Jim Berdeen
james.berdeen@gmail.com

Mark Hanson
Mkhanson@paulbunyan.net

Publicity/Programs
Eric Dunton

810 2" South

New Ulm, MN 56073
517-260-0435
eric.dunton@yahoo.com

Statewide Issues

Bill Faber

Central Lakes College
Department of Natural Resources
501 West College Drive
Brainerd, MN 56401

(w) 218- 855-8082 (h)218-575-
2328

Webmaster

John Loegering

2900 University Avenue
Crookston, MN 56716
(w) 218-281-8132
jloegeri@umn.edu

wfaber@clcmn.edu
Prairie/Farmland Issues Wetland Issues USDA NRCS State Technical
Greg Hoch Mike North Committee Rep.
Biology Dept 13261 21% Ave SW Jodie Provost

Concordia College
Moorhead, MN 56562
218-299-3799 (w)
hoch@cord.edu

Pillager, MN 56473
(w) 320-255-4279 x 235
tinorth@brainerd.net

27267 Spruce Grove Road
Aitkin, MN 56431
218-546-7310 (h)
sprucegrovefarm@emily.net

COWCH
Nicholas Snavely
nsnav589@yahoo.com
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